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MEMORIAL 


Church of England, Kc. 


JHoſe that look no deeper than the ſurface of Thin s, are (i509 
apt to conclude without Heſitation, that the Church-of of be 
E——-4 is in a very Flouriſhing Condition : Its Dignities 


Church not 
and Preferments make a very goodly ſhew , and the Patronage to be judg'd 


of the Q—n ſeems to promiſe a continuance of Proſperity. 9 #e Ex- 
But for all this fine Complexion and fair Weather, there is CORO” 
Heftick, Feavour lurking in the very Bowels of it; which, if not* BY 
timely Cur'd, will Infect all the Humours, and at length Deſtroy 
the very Being of it. A 

The Nat ion has a long time abounded with Sectaries, who in the 
preceding Century violently overturn'd both Church and State; tho 
their own Extravagance and Confuſions, thro? a ſpecial Providence, ogy of 
contributed more than Human Wiſdom to the Re-eſtabliſhment of from whom 
'em. The Sons of thoſe Men yet remain, and inherit many of 
'em the Principles of their Fathers: It wou d therefore be nò very 
uncharitable Suppoſition, without any other Argument, to ima- 
Lan iu Heirs of their Deſigns likewiſe : For it is eaſie to de- 
monſfrate that fuch Principles lead naturally to ſuch Deſigns, and 
that no Man can heartily embrace One, without having favour- 
able thoughts of 7'other ; nor can we Blame em, for if any Man 
is perſuaded (as many of our Se&arians avow themſelves to be) 
that the Diſcipline and Worſhip of the Church-of-E d are 
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an Abomination, his Conſcience will readily ſuggeſt to him, that 
he ought to do his utmoſt to Purge the Land from ſuch Abomina- 
tion; and upon this Pretence has the Church been once already 
intirely ſubvertcd, tho' raiſed again by God in a Miraculous man- 
ner. In thoſe days a thorough Reformation, Root and Branch was 
the Cry of all the Pulpits, the Shibboleth of the Party. If ſince 
the church recover'd its antient Luſtre and Authority, they have 
been more Silent, and in appearance more Moderate; it is not 
that they are better Temper'd or Affected, but that ſubmitting to 
the Nereſſity of the Times, they have diſſemb!'d their Intentions het- 
ter; yet {ome overt Attempts here, and the whole Courſe of 
their Precec dings in S——4 during theſe Two laſt Rerons, 
ſufficiently ſhew us what Treatment we might expect, if they had 
the Power. | 
Diſſenters But theſe People, tho' they may have the Will, have not the 
»or ſimply Power alone to endanger the Church. The Diſſenters are not yet 
fo formida- conſiderable enough for their Numbers, (however they boaſt of 
ble 45 giv- ꝰο m) Wealth, or Quality, to bring about any great Charge in the 
en d Conſtitution of Church or State. And our Church is too Strong to 
be Shaken, but thro” the Treachery or Supine Negligence of its own 
Atembers, or thoſe at leaſt that pretend to be ſuch; and as ſuch palm 
themſelves frequently upon their Country and Church, to the irre- 
parable Damage of both. : 
Their latte The ſudden death of the late K—g diſappointed, mortified 
Diſpoſition and humbl'd the Diſſenters, and their Abettors the Whipgs ſo exceſ- 
and the ſively, that they were ready to have thrown a Blankto the Church, 
__ and wou'd have taken a general Indemnity with an Excluſion from 
Ane of All Public -K Truſt and Office, They who not a Month before breath- 
it. ed nothing but Defiance, and inſulted the Church, and treated the 
Princeſs with the moſt Scandalous Indignities, and Rudeſt Calummes, 
were in an inſtant grown the moſt Dariful Subjects, the moſt A/ 
fectionate Friends, and the moſt Peaceable, Meek, Chriſtian Spirited 
People in the Univerſe. They Preach'd nothing but Charity, Peace 
and Love, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Oblivion of Wrongs, and the ut- 
ter Abolition and Extinction of Parties and Factions for ever, ſo 
very Good and Gracious can Men in Fear be ! But whence this 
Humility and Dejection of Mind, this Sweetneſs of Temper ? Was it 
Natural, or the Reſult of more extraordinary Grace, or more 
Chriſtian Frinciples than other Men were poſſeſt of? No! Bur. 
they had juſt before Injur d and Afronted the Princeſs and Church 
of England in fo Inſolent and Outragious a manner, upon Preſur:- 
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prion, that durable Schemes were upon the Anvil iter Favour, 
that their own Conſciences upon the vaniſhing of 'em, prompt- 
ed 'em to ſeek Pardon and Peace from thoſe whom they had io A.- 
busd by an extraordinary Submiſſion. | 

But, when contrary to theſe Fears they found the Head of the Very diffe 

Ch—ch, and after her Example, the Members of it too, inclined rent from 
not only to Forgive, but to Forget paſt Injuries, and that inſtead the Preſent, 
of Puniſhment, they meet not with ſo much as a Rebuke or Re- aud Ply 
proach, but Comfort able Speeches and Kind Aſſurances from the Qn 
Her Self, and Good Countenance from ſome of her Prime M———s, 
their Spirits were elated, in an inſtant the Spirit of Humility and 
Pacification vaniſh'd, their former Iaſolence and Preſumptiom re- 
turn'd upon 'em in full Force, and they began to Challenge and 
Provoks the Ch ch as boldly as ever. 

Thus far the Hiſtory of their Carriage towards the ch ch. 
is Publick and Recent, as likewiſe are the Advances that have 
been made in their Favour, and the Repulſes which the Ch—ch,, Fon 
has met with. Every thing has paſt in Sc nd to the Deſire of ade In f 
the Presbytery, even to the endangering of the Ch— ch and Mo- Scud, 
n hy of E ud and the Diſheriſon of its Cn, and the very dan- 
immediate Prejudice of its Sovereignty ; but on the contrary zothing A. . 
for the Security of the Ch — ch here ; which cannot only boalt E d. 
it ſelf to be a Main Branch of the Civil Conſtitution, but the Prop 
and Support of the whole Frame of Government; Which remov'd, it 
muſt all neceſſarily fall to the Ground, as has been once fatally 
experimented. All attempts to ſettle it on a Perpetual Foundati- Great and 
on have been Opposd, and render'd Ineſfectual by AA * 
who owe their preſent Grandeur to its Protection, and who with a — 4 
Prevaricarion as ſhameful as their gratitude, pretend to Vote and gin — 
Speak, For it themſelves, while they Solicite and Bribe others with 
Penſicns, and Places to be Againſt it. If 


— 


were to be Interrogated upon Oath, what wrought this wondrous 

Change in em? They wou'd Anſwer, that the L——T 

requir'd it of' em, and that they held their Places by that Jenure. E. 

on the other hand the ſame Enquiry were made, why the Staves I, gry 

were taken from the E—— of 7 „and Sir E— $ ? Sir E. S2, 

Or why ſo Able and Faithful a Miniſter as the E — of N-—— why in diſ- 

was expoſed fingly to the Malice of a Faction, and he as well aste. 

the E. of X, wcaricd out of his Pot? It wou'd be 

ionnd that they were {flexible Men, Opiniatres, whoſe Conſciences 
— got 
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got the better of their Places, and wou'd not let em part with 
unſeaſonable Nrinciples, whenever they grew out of Faſhion at 
t: They adher'd firmly to the Intereſts of the Ch— ch, 
and by their ſteadineſs Reproach'd thoſe that Debauch*d the reſt 
with want of Principles and Ingratitude. 

It is hard to allign any Plauſible Reaſon for this ConduBt of the 
L—— T——, that when this Story ſhall come to be impartially 
written, it will hardly find Belief with Poſterity; for it is ſcarce 
credible, that one who has the Reputation of a Cunning Man, 
ſhou'd deſert his Old Friends and Protettors, with whoſe Appro- 
bation and Good Will he enjoyed the BeSF Poſt in the Nation; at a 
time when their Credit wasat the Higheſt, while the Heart of the 
Qn was entirely with 'em, and while there was a perfect 
Harmony upon that Score between Her and the H of C , 
the oreateſt and moſt powerful Body in the Nation, and an uni- 
verſal Satisfaction throughout the Land in the expe ced Settlement 
of the ch ch; and to ſumm up All, when neither the One 
Party had given him any Provocation to abandon em; and conſe- 

quently not truſting to his Converſion, receiv'd him with an ill 
Grace, and have us d him ſcurvily ever ſince. „ 
In this the effect of 5 a's Alliance appear d. That 
icking Stateſman, to whom Treachery was, thro” Habit, become 
almoſt as neceſſary as Breathing, cou'd not ſuffer his New Relati- 
ons to take open and fair Meaſures, which had been more Safe, as 
well as more Honourable, and altogether as Advantagious to em, 
but by infuſing into 'em a Jealouſie of their Friends, endeavour'd 
by embaraſſing 'em to render himſelf Neceſſary. | 
Fear of xi- Thus it's believ'd the L— T-—---, and D and D— 
vals in the of 1 receiv'd the firſt Warp; at leaſt *tismore Honoura- 
2—5f4- ble to lay the Fault there, and ſuppoſe 'em Abus d, than to 
hoes, 3 think they left the Canſe, by which they had been rais'd out of 
T—, Se. Levity of Temper, or Premeaitated Treachery : But however that 
from the was, being poiſeſt of the Q—n's Favour, they were reſolv'd to 
imereſis admit no Sharers with 'em in it, not ſo much as the Ch—ch, 
e leſt that ſhou'd draw after it the E—s of R— and ẽv , 
Keb. with others, into more Special Grace, and cloſer Confidence with 
the Q-— than they approv'd. Yet, as it was neither Safe nor 
Feaſible, ſo abſolutely or immediately to wean the Q-——n 
from the Ch—ch, as to keep thoſe Noble Perſons, and divers 
others, ſo far from Her as they deſir'd, without keeping the 
Ch—ch at ſome diſtance ; they amplified the Numbers of the 
#: : Ee Diſſenters, 
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Diſſenters,. and the Danger of diſobliging em; and then by de- They Pre- 
rees fill d her with Apprehenſions of the Miſchie vous Heat and Paſ- 1#4e the 
jon of the Ch—chmen ; and perſwaded Her of the Neceſſity of . 


withdrawing Her Countenance, and receiving 'em more colaly ; 

till by degrees they drove almoſt all that adher'd firmly to the 
Ch—ch, from about Her Perſon. In the mean time, to fortify 
themſelves againſt that Odium, which they foreſaw they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily incur, having all the Places of the Nation in their Hands, 
they employ'd *em to Debauch indifferently, ſuch of Both Parties 
as were Members of P——-—, and out of them to raiſe up a 
Third, which ſhou'd pretend to be Neurers, and depend upon them 
alone, and Vote and Act by their Direction only, without regard 
to any other Engagement or Principle. 


But as fuch Changes as theſe abrubtly made, are Scandalous Hiſtory of 
and Unpopular, and In the End 9 Fatal to Min——rs of Moderati- 
ome Spec ious Pretence to gull the mode 


S te, unleſs Varniſht over with 
People, and lull em into a falſe Security ; Her M——'s Gra- 
cious Diſpoſition and Inclination to render All Her People Happy and 


. Contented, was laid hold of as a moſt Glorious Screen, and Mo- 


deration was the Word, the Paſſpartout, that open'd all the Place 
Doors between the L:izzard-Point in Cornuwal, and the Town of 
Berwick, upon Tweed. Immediately ſome Gentlemen who had made 
a handſome Figure, and render'd themſelves Conſpicious to the 
whole Nation for their Zeal, grew as Moderate and Iudifferent as a 
Uſurer ata Diſcourſe of Charity. They cou'd Vote For or Againſt 
any Bil, the ſame P-——, the ſame Seſſion, nay, if Occaſion 
had been, the ſame Day. But this Moderation which triumph'd 
ſo in E— ad, cou'd not be prevail'd upon to ſtir One Step o- 
ver the Tweed. While our Men of Moderation yielded up every 
Point here, on Pretence of Tenderneſs for Erroneous Conſciences, 
the Kirk there purſu'd their Blows ; and having got tee poor 
Epiſcopal Ch—ch down, laid on moſt unmercifully thick and 


heavy, in order to knock itefeFually on the Head; and theſe A- 


derate Perſons who would not ſuffer the Ch ch of EZ 


ſo much as to aſert it ſelf here, were ſo far from offering their 


Mediation towards allevating their Vnjuſt Sufferings, that the Pro- 
ceedings of their Enemies were cncourag d and inflam'd by Spon- 
taneous Letters of Grace and Countenance; and when the poor 
Perſecuted Clergy of that Kingdom, in the Anguiſh of their Souls, 
addreſs'd for ſome Comfort and Relief under their Miſeries, they 


were ſent back with an Auſwer that had more of proof than 
| | Compaſſion 
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Compaſſion in it, without hope of Remedy, and the more to Imbitter 
thelr Woes, befitting only Tumultuous Rioters, or Seditious Remon- 


ſtrants. | 
Thoſe of the Ch ch that know the Piety and Tenderneſs of the 


Ch—ch of W -n for all Her People, and Her particular Goodneſs and incli- 
E- how nation to Charity, as well as Her ſpecial Zeal for the Ch—ch of 
grounded. E , can't believe that this ſudden Damp upon it, and this 


ſeeming Partiality for the Diſſenters can ariſe from any ordinary 
Cauſe, or from any thing leſs than a lively Appreherſion of ſome 
very great Danger, as ſtrongly as privately ſuggeſted to Her; 
eſpecially when they conſider their own firm Adherence to Her 
while only Pr—, and their dutiful and affectionate Carriage 
towards Her ever ſince : But they plainly fee by Her repeated 
Cautions in Her Speeches, by the Conduct of Her Principal Mini ſtere, 
and by the Obſtructions which every thing that has been advanc'd 
for the Security of the Ch—ch, has met with from ſome Great 
Off of the Cr—n, that the Ch-—-—ch does not hold the 
ſame Rank in Her Efteem and Confidence, that it held heretofore ; 
or that at leaſt thro” the Awe of ſome Party or other, ſhe dares 
not give*em the wonted Marks of it. However, not being Con- 
ſcious to themſelves of any Intemperate Behaviour on their Part 
towards their Neighbours, or want of Duty or Affection to Her 
t, their Repreſentatives having chearfully ſupplied Hers, 
and the Nations Wants, and complied with all Her Deſires (as 
far as they were inform'd of *em) except in the Caſe of the Grant 
to the Duke of M-—--- ; which, conſidering that his Services 
were then hut in their Infancy, but juſt Beginning; that the Nati- 
on was at Great Charges for this War, and very much in Deb: 
for the laſt, and that upon thoſe Two Accounts they had very 
lately been forc'd to a Reſumption of former Grants they cou'd 
not think it proper to be done ina Parliamentary way at that time, 
tho' they did concur with the Q-—n in acknowledging his 
Good Services, and were very well ſattsfied that Her M 
ſhow'd extend Her Royal Bounty to him for *em even then; and 
have fince, in a moſt Special and Honourable manner recommended 
to Her further Conſideration his late Great Services; which ſhews 
that they never Exvied or were Unjuſt to his Merits, or refracto- 
rily uncomplaiſant with Her Deſires ; from all theſe Conſiderati- 
ons they can't conceive that the Countenance of the Ct to- 
wards them is alter'd by reaſon of any Misbehaviour of theirs, 
but upon ſome private Suggeſtions hitherto ſuppreſt. 1 . 

8 A tho 


"> 4 * 
— CT 


4 * . N * 3 * r Yo" N 
ö n y N * : VL 0 
* 1 8 * E 
— 
( ) | 


Altho' from the frequent Inculcations of the Neceſſity of Mo- Moderati- 
derate Councils, and from the repeated Exhortations from the Th-- 2 of * 
to Peace and Union, the Ch ch- Men do find themſelves almoſt 9 FA 
as ſenſibly reproach'd with want of Chr:/tian Charity, and the ſeried. 
true Spirit of Peace, as by the Open Aſperſions, and Defamatory 
Libels of the Diſſenters and their. Hirelings, who under the Buffoon 
Nick-names of High-flyino, Tantivy, Perkinnite, &c. are employ'd 
to Traduce and Banter all Care of the preſent Conſtitution, Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil; yet they are willing to bring their Moderation to 
the Teſt with any Ch—ch Congregation, or Religious Commu- 
nity whatſoever in the Univer ſe, that has at any time or in any 
Country been poſſeſt of ſo much Civil Power, as to give as fair 
and full Proof what they wou'd grant to thoſe ofother Perſwaſions, 
if they had themſelves the Power, as what they Demand where 
they had it not. The Independents and Presbyterians formerly in 44 com- 
En- d and Ir—l—4d, The Kirk of Sc d heretofore and at pared with _ 
preſent ; The Anabeptiſtsat Munſter, the Luthersans in divers Parts that of e- 
of Germany, Sweden, Denmark, &c. The Calviniſts in Holland and ther Ch-es, 
at Geneva. And the Roman Cath»licks at ſeveral times almoſt all 
the World over, have in their refpective Turns experimentally 1 
demonſtrated by their Practice, that they will not Endure a Ri- | 
dal Church in their Dominions; and ſome of em (to which eight 
Parts in ten of the Exgliſh Diſſenters retain) that they will not ſo 
much as Tolerate the Exc: ciſe of the Rites of Diſſenting Ch—ch, 
tho? in Subjection; And the Quakers (who never had Dominion 
any where, and therefore make the ſtrengeft Pretence to Modera- 
tion) will not ſo much as lay out their Money with a Tradeſman 
of another Perſwaſion, nor extend their Alliance, Commerce, or 
Charity beyond their owz Sect; tho? kindly invited to it by o- 
thers, eſpecially the Ch—ch buying of them. From this Con- 
duct, It is no Vncharitable Preſumption to conclude, that the Qua- 
bers wou'd be as Tenacious, and Uncommunicative of Power (were 
they poſſeſs of it) as any other Sect. ä 
The Ch ch of E d then has Reaſon to Reſeht and be 
Griev'd at the Miſrepreſentations, that Mi rs or others for 
private Ends make of Her beſt Friends to her M——— or the wyjgft 
Publick ; and they to regret the Loſs of thoſe favourable Regards Miſrepre- 
which'their conſtant, dutiful, and affectionate Behaviour might ſenrations * 
givc*em a juſt ExpeRation of; eſpecially toloſe*em upon ground- At 1 
lefs Surmiſes and unfair Inſinuations, that they have not Temper 4 from 
enough to bear their Felicity as ought. Thoſe that * whom. 
| 1S 
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this Coldneſs towards the Ch— ch, pretend to deal with it, as 
they do by half Famiſh'd Perſons, ſtint 'em in their Meals for 
fear they ſnould Surfeit thro? over Yoraciouſneſs, tho' it is more to be 
fear'd, that like Knaviſh Guardians they Curtail the Infint's Allow- 
ance, not ſo much to breed him Soherly, as to Cheat him the 
more largely in their Accounts; which for all their Cunning, may 
at ſome time or other undergo a Severe Examination. Had this 
want of Temper been ſuggeſted by the Profeſt or Suſpected Adver- 
faries of the Ch—ch, there had been nothing of Vonder, leſs of 
Ingratitude, tho', not leſs Injuſtice. We have been uſed to bear 
their Iſolent, Unjuſt Clamour with a Calmneſs of Temper unknown 
to any Ch—ch but ours, and which alone without any other Ar- 
gument, is ſufficient to evince the Unreaſonableneſs and Falſhood 
of their Reproaches, and wipe off all ſuch Slanderous Aſperſions at. 
the very Jnftant they are caſt upon us. But when our ſuppoſed 
Great Friends, Aferters, Paſtours and pretended Protectors, hy un- 
neceſſary Cautions and Reprehenſions, give Countenance to the 
Hardeſt Inſinuations of Her Enemies, it looks as if they wou'd ar- 
rogate to themſelves ſolely the whole Merit of the Ch cb's viſi- 
ble Moderation, and thro' their Artifices leave Her ſtill Suſpected 
of Inviſible, Chimerical Deſigns of Perſecution. 
77, mmer'ss Thoſe that thus Treacherouſly now clog and damp the Affairs 
Excuſes. Of the Ch—ch, plead the ſame Reaſons for their preſent Conduct, 
that the Selfiſh Temporizers of all Ages and Nations have ever 
done ; That the Times will not bear any other Meaſures ; That 
Vid, Pref, they are as hearty and as firm to the Intereſts of the Ch—ch as 
20 Peace at ver; but the Enemies of it are very Numerous, and Powerful, and 
Home and muſt not be Frovolęd at this JunQure; That the Q= muſt have 
War A. the Hearts of all Her People, and in order to it give equal Encou- 
2 rage ment to all Her m_— Subjects, without Diſtinction of Parties, 
% That the 0% Seditiows, Rebellious Race of F cks and Wh — is 
extinct, and their Leaven worn out; and that they who Inherit 
at preſent their Averſion to the Ch-—ch of E—4, have none 
at all to the C—1-St-—e ; but are as Affectionate and Loyal 
as the beſt Ch—chm--n of em all; That the Impatience of the 
Ch—ch to be Secured, may endanger many fine Schemes, which 
theſe Politicians have laid, and which they will Communicate, 
when and to whom they ſee proper; That to take away from 
Men by a Law the convenient Privilege of being of Both ſides, of 
ih EH xi. Tyaver ſing from one 10 another as they ſee it mos for their Profit, of 
| Inverting pretended Zeal to downright Hypocriſy, of playing Fact and 
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Looſe, and being againſt us in Principle, and with us for Advantage, 
is, or at leaſt looks like, a ſort of perſecution. 
Io all theſe Trimming Excuſes, or Shifts rather, 'tis eaſy to 
give ſuch ſhort Anſwers, as the intended Limits of this Paper 
will allow. 8 
1. To the Inexpediency of the Time, it may be Anſwer'd, 7 #6 1 
That in all dangerous Diſtempers of the State, as in Acute Diſeaſes broper tine 
of the Body, the earlieſt Application, if in their own Nature A 
{imply Proper, are the Beſt; and he that defers the Remedy under | 
pretence of waiting for a Chrytis, Betrays the Patient to the | 
Danger of being loſt thro' the Malignity of the Piſte ner. The 
laſt War was Judg'd by Many an Inconvenient and Hazardous 
Time to Rectify our Coin in; yet the Event has ſhewn, that the 1 
certain Miſehiefs of the Delay wou'd been much Greater, than the 
Hlarards from the lmmediate Remedy of Re- coining, notwithſtand- | | 
ing the Loſs amounted to ſeveral Millions more than the Neareſt 1 
Gueſſes calculated it at: For all Growing Maladies are render'd 
more Dangerous and Difficult of Cure by Delay. The Ohjection: 
to Remedying the Evils of our Coin then were very Plauſible. 
The Nation was Deeply in Debt, and the Expences of the War 
were very Great; to which, adding the Inſatiable Rapaciouſneſs of 
ſome then in Porter, and the General Corruption of the Afanagers 
of our Revenue (as Chargeable perhaps to the Nation as the Har) 
which Aw'd 'em from Controling the Abuſes of others, for Fear 
of having their m,•Hnſpected; it ſeem'd juſtly to be Fear'd that 
ſuch a Diminution in Tale of the Species of Money, wou'd ſcarce 
leave us enough to Serve our Home-Neceſſities, much leſs our Fo- 
reign Trade, and thoſe of the War Abroad ; But the Experiment 
ſhew'd us Capable of Bearing Stronger Remedies, than we Suſpect- 
ed, as ' tis probable we ſtill are. 
But what had we to fear from the Remedy propos d by the Ho- Suleneſs 
nourable H ſe of Co—ns for our Factions? The Di.. E oo " 
wou'd have been Diſoblig d; which for once we will ſuppoſe, 4ngerow. q 
but can't Grant: What is it the Publick wants from *em? The 
Aſſiſtance of their Hands and their Purſes. The firſt of theſe We 
have not: For our Fleers are Mann'd and our Armies formed of 
ſuch as can Conform to the Service ofthe Ch ch; andif All 4 
were turn'd out of em, who wou'd not, we ſhould not miſs a 
6th Rate's Crew, or a Single Company out of Both; and the lat- | | 
ter being Impos'd by the Legiſlative Authority, they cou'd not re- | | 
fuſe; unleß they would Rebeb, which their Advocates deny. 
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But they are Rich, and might Refuſe to Lend their Money to the 
Government upon Parliamentary Security. This is a weak Shift: For 
while the Government gives good Intereſt and makes due Pay- 
ments, they are not ſo Sullen, or Blind to their own Advantage, 
as to take its Money, eſpecially while the Returns of Trade 
are ſo Hazardous and Uncertain. What then is the great Incon- 
TheCh—þ Venience that Ams and Warps our Great MI rs thus? Why, 
not to be ſays a Learned Author, Her 4 would not have the Hears 
100 far pro- of all her Subjects. We could wiſh his Politicks cord furniſh. an 
voked, Expdient, by which ſhe might have *em All. But if the B= 
will be Diſoblig'd, if they are not put into Place and Authortiy ; 
and the Ch ch of E will be Diſoblig'd if they are; 
whence may the greateſt Inconvenience ariſe ? Perhaps our Wiſe 
Men think themſelves Secure in the Paſſive Principles of the Ch-ch 
againſt any Reſentments on that Side, and therefore bend all their 
Application to gain to'ther, whoſe Temper and Principles are more 
Mutinous. If this be their true Motive, they may be ſimple, 
well-meaning Men, but muſt be wretched Politicians. The Prin- 
ciples of the Ch ch of E vill diſpoſe Men to bear a 
great deal; but he's a Madman that tries how much. For when 
Men are very much provok*d, Nature is very apt toRebel againſt 
Principle, and then the Odds are vaſt on Nature's ſide. Whether 
the Provocations given tothe Ch— ch of E—— may not, if con- 
tinued, be ſtrong enough to rouſe Nature, ſome of our Stateſmen 
would do well to Conſider in time. For tho the Ch--ch is not to 
be wrought up to Rebellion, yet they may be ſo Alarm'd as to 
Secure themſelves at the Peril of tnoſe M rs who give them 
the Alarm. Nor is it to be expeted, that they ſhould long hear 
to be thus usd, and ſee a Party, that they knew ſeek their Ruine, 
Courted at their Expence. But the T-— is wile, let him there- 
fore look to that; and Maturely weigh ho are to be Provok'd 
| at this juncture. 15 
All Parties But all Parties, they ſay, muſt he Encourag'd without Diſtin- 
not equal) jon. Why ſo? Are Friends, or Enemies, Affectionate or Diſaf- 
ay 4. fected, Truſty or Treacherous, Equally and Indifferently to be 
"5" Eſteem'd? Have the Fa--n-t--cks at any times been ſach hearty 
Friends to the C— n and Ch— ch, as now to be Reaſonably 
truſted with the Guardianſhip of *em ? But to fling the Ch—ch 
as far out of the Queſtion, as ſome M rs have out of their 
Regards; Are there no Reliques of the 0d Republican Leaven 2 
The Scripture tells us that a very Little will ſerve to _ _m_ | 
AY. | ole 
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Whole Maſs into a Ferment : Is it Demonſtrable, that they who Af. 
fe& a Parity, a Republican Model in the Hierarchy, would not like 
the ſame Scheme of Civil Government ?, Are we very ſure, that 
they who I Treated and Beſpatter'd the Pr=—ſs, and hoped, that 
She never ſhould Reign, are grown ſincerely Fond of the Q-—n, 
and heartily Glad, that She does Reign ? Are not ſuch ſudden 
and imple Converſions of the Will ſomewhat Suſpicious ? And 
may we not without Oppreſſion or Perſecution be Fearful of com- 
mitting Power to ſuſpected Hands? But to puſh pur Inquiries 
no farther at this time, when theſe Queſtions are fArly and fully 
anſwered, We ſhall know more Reaſons than oue, why ſome Per- | 
ſons Voted for a certain Bill, at the fame time that they Solli- | \ 
cited and made others Vote againſt it. \ 

As for the Learned Dy's Perſecution Argument; if it be Perſecu- Probibit- | 
tion to take away the Trade of Hocus Pocuſſing, and playing Faſt and ing 0ccaſi- 
Looſe with Religion, We anſwer, that Perſecution then is, (as it 994! Con- 
happens) the very Band and Cement of all Government. For gere * 
divers Perſons were not almoſt daily Perſecuted at certain Places ;y* © 
call'd Old Bailies, We ſhould neither Sleep, Walk, nor Ride in 
Safety; and the Gentlemen-Divers may as juſtly complain of 
the Laws that takes from *em the Convenient Privilege of putting 
their Hands into other Men's Pockets; for if taking away the 
Benefit of Hypocriſy be Perſecution, Hanging for Picking a Pocket 
is undoubtedly Martyrdom; ſurely thoſe that Argue at this idle 
rate, have never conſider'd the Nature of Civil Truſt. It is not 
any Man's B:rth-right (as ſome Advocates for Spiritual Juggling 
have valnly pretended) but the Reſult of the Confidence the Go- 
vernment has in our Merit and Fidelity; He, that Confers a Tru#, 
may do it upon what Terms he pleaſes ; becauſe *tis a Matter of 
Grace, not of Right, and we are at Liberty to refuſe it if we 
do not like the Conditions. If therefore any Perſons have 
ſo Behaved themſelves, or Own ſuch Principles, that the Go- 
vernment can't without danger Confide in 'em, the Legiſla- 
tive Power is bound in Duty to the Preſent as well as Future time, 
to diſable *em from doing Miſchief, by excluding *em from Power. 

Nor can the Perſons ſo excluded with more Juſtice Complain of 

the Government, than of a Man that refuſes to lend *em Money 

without Security. But, if the Borrower has been before Notorious 

for Frauds or Colluſive Failures, tis Impudence in him to preſs the f 

Loan, and would be Stupidity and Madneſs in any one to Truſt | 

him without Sufficient Security ; Yet this is the CO the. 4 
iſ-tors 1 
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Di/--t=-ys and the Ch--ch and G—nt of E—-— 4, That the 
Diſ--t--r5 have always Abuſed the Truſt and Power they have 
been admitted to, is evident from the Experience we had of 'em 
in the times of King Charles the Firſt, and King James the 29. 
In the firſt Inſtance they aftually procur'd the Subverſion of C;-=ch 
and $Sr--re againſt the King, in the latter they voluntarily offer'd 
to Sacrifice the Laws and Immunities of 'em to him. In both 
theſe Caſes they pretended Conſcience, and therefore the Ch--cþ 
and Gt of Ed have Reaſon to uſe all poſlible Precaution 
againſt admigtiug ſuch Perſons into Truſt, as can plead Con- 

ſcience for the Breach of it. | 
The Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, excluding none but Ob- 
„, wry ſtinate Diſ--t--r« from Offices of Trust and Profit, was a Security 
_ reaſonable highly Reaſonable and Neceſſary at this time. For as the Pra- 
and nece/- ctices, ſo the preſent Principles of that Sort of Men give us too 
fary at this juſt Grounds to be Jealous of their Intentions towards us. The 
lle. Epiſcopal Ch--ch of F d, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, is a Great 
and Neceſſary Branch of our Conſtitution, and we are in Duty 
bound to Preſerve it, which it will be very Hard to do without 
ſome more Explicite Law, than any yet in Force to prevent the Ju- 
vaſions of Sectarians, and their Abettors upon it. For beſides the 
Scandalous Equi vocation of Occaſional Conformity, by another Je- 
ſuitical Shift, they now openly Stile Themſelves the Ch--ch of E—d 
by Law Eſtabliſid; and fo pretend not only to Evade the Force 
of all that is or ſhalt be Enacted in Favour of the Ch--ch vader 
that Stile, but lay Claim to, and perhaps in time may Arrogate 
Solely to themſelves the Privileges, and fix upon the Ch---ch the 
Penalties of thoſe Diſcriminating Acts. This Fear is render'd the 
inians more Reaſonable by our Obſervation, that the Socinians, and all 
1 other Latitudarians in Religion, who are known not to Act upon 
Enemies ANy Principle of Conſcience, do Notoriouſly and Avowedly A- 
to tbe bett, and Support em in all their Practices and Fretenſions againſt 
Cheb the C ,/ and that thro' their Contrivance and Aſſiſtance 
s- Bil. they are become more Formidable, than from any Strength in them- 
ſelves. Not that the Socinians or Latitudinari ans have in Reality 
more Kindneſs for the Diſſenters than for the Church: but becauſe 
they hope, that if with their Help they could pull down the 
Church, they ſhould be able ſucceſſively to deſtroy them thro” 
their own Diviſions, and Triumph ſeveraHy over 'em all. For 
whatever Figure the whole Maſs of Di-t-rs, taken Indiſcriminat- 
Iy together, and in the Aggregate may make, yet ſeparated — 
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ranged apart, under their proper diſtin& Claſſes, they wou'd 
appe2r Jontt nptible either for Number or Quality. compared with 
the Ch--ch of E--— 4. And how much Harmony ſoever may 
by ſome be fancied to be among the ſeveral Sorts of em, they 
will ſcarce be found to be united in any thing, but their Envy and 
froward Opooſttion to the Eſtabliſn'd Ch--ch; fo that could the 
Deiſts, Soc inians and Lat itudinari ans, with their Help pull down 
the Ch--ch, it would be no hard Task to Manage them into the 
Deſtruction of one another. 

The Diſct- s themſelves (thoſe eſpecially who are Maſters of a V 
moderate degree of Diſcerameat) are not fo ſilly as to imagine, the Dil- F 
that thoſe Perſons, who have of late put themſelvesat the Head of 4 <a 
their Quarrel, do it out of any Conſcientious Liking of their Do- &y*:m { 
dtrins and Manner of Werſhip,or that they whomWantonneſs,Unbelief 
or Faction, have rendred Impatient of the Diſcipline of the Ch--chof 
E—4, and who condemn a Polity ſo candid and eaſy to the Lairy, | 
as meer Prieſtcraft,can ever be brought to ſubmir to the ſowre Rules 
and ſaucy Encroachmentsof Edinburgh and Geneva. They know ve- 
ry well, that to be free from all Diſcipline and Moral Reſtraint is the 
ſole Aim of ſome, by the Subverſion of the Ch--ch; to make way for 
the Civil Conſtitution, is that ofothers; while to make a Noiſe and a 
Buſtle, and render Themſelves conſiderable by Faction, is the Deſion of 
moſt; and that by Ballancing of Parties to curb one with to'ther, and 
Cheat and Domineer over 'em all, is the Drift of the M—rs; yet 
ſince thro* the Ruin of the Ch ch lies the Common Road to all 
their Ends, even the Ds hand is welcom to help to pull it 
down. The Godly ort and embrace the Aſſiſtance and 
Patronage of the Wicked towards ſo Pious a Work; and let the 
Cenſorious World ſay what it will, in Spite of SA -), A-a--l---y, 

P--x, or Pr f. — J, S- d— 4 ſhall be a Saint; and S -x, 
-, and H-—x Prophets, Martyrs, and Apoſtles. | 
But tho' many of the D--ſ--trs may like very well the Deſign 7o pul 
of pulling down, not only the Co- - ch, but the Sr--re too; yet 8 5 
even theſe (if they have or pretend to have any Intereſt in any /e nerrft 
fort of Religion) would do wiſely to Examine what they ſhould of th Piſ- 
be the Better for Succels agaiaſt the Ch--ch, and what Reilgion, --i--75 in 
or whether any would be Uppermoſt; if theſe pretended Cham- Cen, 
pions of theirs ſhould prevail and put us into all the Contuſion 
they Aim at, They may allure themſelves, that theſe Gentlemen 
do not think Dominion founded in Grace, and would very hard- 
Ty be brought under S ritual Direction. And tho? for i Ws 
| ome 
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ſome Reli 1 2 ſhould be thought Neceſſary, it would be 
to cover foul Prattices, prevent Unreputable Diſcoveries. But 
at the Beſt, but one of all our Numerous Sects could obtain to be 
the National Church, and whether that One would Tolerate the 
Reſt ; as, the Ch—ch of E-——4 now does them All, is a Doubt 
that would puzzle the Wiſeſt of them to reſolve. However it is 
plain that but one could be a Gainer, and it is pretty apparent as 
well from paſt Experience, as from the Nature of the thing, that 
when Men's Spirits are Heated with the fierce Contention and 
Struggle, (which muſt neceſſarily ariſe before ſuch a Change can 
be wrought) and pufft up with the Pride of Succeſs, they are 
apt to grow more Aſſuming, and to be leſs Indulgent to the Hu- 


mours and Opinions of Others, than thoſe whom long Quiet and 
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little Oppoſition, have ſuffered to ſettle into more Security and 
better Temper. Beſides, as no Sect or Sort of Chriſtians whatſo- 


ever can Boaſt of ſo Extenſive a Charity, and ſo good Natured a 


Diſcipline, it cannot be the Interest of any Sect to Change her Ge- 
vernment for any other. 5 

Yet, tho it be not the Intereſt of the Diſ--t--rs in General to 
pull down the Ch--ch, ſince it is manifeſtly their Deſigns, it be- 
hoves All, that, are Of and For the Ch--ch, to watch their Mo- 
tions narrowly. And perhaps the wiſeſt Step the Friends of the 
Ch--ch could take towards Her Security, would be to Diſtinguiſh 
Nicely between Thoſe that are Of the Ch--chonly, and Thoſe that are 
both Of and For the Ch--ch. For we have lived to that unhappy 
Time in which Men dare not only Pretend to be of the Ch--ch. 
but (to the Shame of ſome of our Clergy be it ſaid) dare receive 
their Bread from It; nay and creep into Its Higheſt Dignities, 
and yet Oppoſe Its Security, and Sacrifice all Its Intereſts to their 
own Farther Expectations, and the Intrigues of Crafty Miniſters ; 
and fo far has the Corruption ſpread, that Lap Sleeves are be- 
come no ſure Sign of a Church-Man. | | 

Abundance of Knavih Pains have been taken to Divide the 

Ch--—chiato High and Low; and ſome even of the Eccleſiaſtichs 
have been © Fooliſh, as to go iatn that Dangerous Diſtinction, 
Contrizd by their Enemies, on Purpoſe to Divide and Set 'em to- 
gether by the Ears. If the Strict Obſervation of the Kubrickand 
Canons Denominates a Man a H:igh-Ch--ch-/A1an, every Presbyter 
of the Ch--ch of E-—4, is, or ought to be a High -% —ch-21an, 
For no private Min -r, or ſingle Prelate of the Ch—ch, nay 
no Number of em how Great ſoever, can or ought, valeſs,accord- 
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ro Diſpenſe with or Alter the Rules and Orders of the Ch—ch, 
which they have upon the Sacrament Sworn, and Promiſed under 
their Hand to Obey : But if there be any ſo Hardy and Conceited 
of their ow? Gifts, Lights and Prudence, as to Diſpenſe with what 
the Ch—ch has Enjoyn'd in the Performance of their Office, as 
Prieſts or Biſhops, their Preſumption therein is ſo far from being 
Commendable, as the Reſult of Moderation, that it Involves 'em 
in the Guilt of Contumacy, Schiſm, and Willful Habitual P 
j--ry, Crimes of ſo black a Dye, that We hope none of the Cl 
gy are Chargablewith *em. The Diviſion therefore of our Ch 
(eſpecially our Cl-—gy ) into High and Low, is Impertinent , 
and Groundleſs; or if not, it Brands the Low \Ch—ch-Man 
with a Character ſo Infamous, that ſure no Presbyter or Deacon 
of the Ch——ch can be ſo abandoned to Shame as to own. As for 
the Reproach of being a Ch--ch-Papift - a Term, which the Ene- 
mies of the Ch—ch would render Synonimous to what they call a 
High-Church-Man, it is caſt upon them by thoſe only, who would 
he contented to make as well as call them Papiſts, that the Ruin 
of the Ch—ch of E d, the Great Bulwark as well againſt Po- 
per) as Fanaticiſm, might be the conſequence of it; and of this 
we had the dangerousExperienceinalateReign,when theCh ch 
of En d alone Defended the Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery; 
while thoſe, that now pretend to Merit by Saucy Bawling, joyn- 
ed with the Papi/ts to ſet it up, in Oppoſition to the Ch ch and 
the Laws; of which their Numerous Addreſſes of that Time 
remain a laſting Record under their Hands to all Poſterity. 
We may therefore ſafely conclude in the Words of a certain 
Prelate with a ſmall Addition, That we know n High-Church-Man 
but the Pope, nor no Low Church-Man but the Fanaticks and their A- 
vettors. But if any True Sons of the Ch—ch ſhall under the No- 


ding to the Legal Stated Form and Manner of Doing ſuch things) 


Low C5 


men dan- 
gerous to 


tion of Moderation, ſuffer themſelves to be miſled into that danger- the H.. 


ons Diſtinction, and joyn the Enemies of the Ch—chunder the 
Diſguiſe of Low Ch -c Men, the time may ſoon come, when they 


may be convinced of their fatal Error, and become as High Ch ch 


Men, as the higheſt in E d. when it may be too late; and among 


theſe we fear to ſee ſome Reverend Perſons of a certain B that 
ſ12!) here be Nameleſs. For when by our Stupid, over-weening 
ccurity, Indulgence and Eaſineſs ſhall have given our watchful in- 
duſtrious Enemies the ſame Advantages againſt Us, which they have 
:b:ained againſt our Siſter Ch ch of Sc—rl——4a, it may ” too 
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late to fly to the ThH——in our Diſtreſs ; the M=——rs may 

be Cowardly or Treacherous, or heartily in the Intrigue againſt 

us; and the Cr— it ſelf may be Timerous, ill Adviſed, unwil- 

ling, or unable to Relieve us. What has been may be, it has been 

once our Caſe, is now the Caſe of our Brethren in Sc--r--d, and 

may be ours again, if we do not take care to keep 1t out of the 
Power of theſe Moderate Low Ch--ch Men, either through Weak- 

neſs to give us up, or thro' Covetouſneſs and Ambition to ſell us 

to thoſe, whom we have found at all times diſpos'd to purchaſe 

our Ruin at any Rate, and perhaps neyer more than at this Jun- 
cure. | | | 

: But *tis whiſper'd among us (as ſo great a Secret ought to he) 
. That the J. — 17 — does not in his Heart care a Tarthing for the 


1 % F—cks and Wh—s; (which we believe) That, he is at the 


to be truſt- bottom a faſt Friend to the Ch— ch, and has Deſions very much to 


ed vo ly the the Benefit and Advantage of it, (which we crave leave to doubt) 


Ch—b. if the Ch—ch wou'd have Patience, and wait the proper time for the 
Execution of 'em That the Q—1n 5s really well and ⁊ealouſiy princi- 
pled and intentiond towards the Ch-—ch (which we firmly be- 
lieve and are ſatisfy'd in) and wou'd readily concur in any thing juſt 
and ſeaſonable for its Service and Security. Ad mitting all this to be 
True, that not only the & — is in her own Perſon Zealous for 
the Welfare of the Ch---ch, of which ſhe is the Viſible Head; 
but that all and every individual M r, or Perſon in Credit 
about Her is ſollicitous and vigilant for the ſame good End, yet 
they are but Men, and conſequently fallible in their Meaſures, 
5 is the Point to which we ſhall at preſent ſpeak a fe- 
words., | . N | 

It is on all Hands agreed, that the Ch-—ch of E— 4 
never had more reaſon to expect a perpetual Eſtabliſhment, than 

Danger of under her preſent Majeſty. The late K-g was a Foreigner, educat- 

delaying ed out of the Pale of our CHQ- ch, and *tis probable the next may be 

N 4. To too. It can't be expected that ſuch Princes, however Generous, 

e Good and Gracious, ſhou'd come over with any extraordinary ten- 
derneſs or regard for a Ch--ch, to the very Principles, Diſcipline, 
and Conſtitution of wich, they may probably be great Strangers. 
But it may ſo happen, (as it already has) that thro” the Mliſre- 
preſentations of Deſigning Men, ſuch Princes may be abuſcd in 

ehe Character of the Ch——ch it ſelf, and much more of the 

Ch ch Men, for want of a ſufficient perſonal Knowledge of 

'em, and fo be milled to place their Confidence, and lodge the 
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"Truſt of the Government, where neither in Prudence, nor by the he B, 
Intention of the Law they ought to reſt.” Thus it came to paſs -s 
in the late Ks time, that tho? the Dit -s had the Liberty #9tcontent- 
of their Conſciences ſecur'd to *em by an Act of Perperual Tolera- cope af 
tion, which was purely the Reſultof the.Indutgence of the Ch--ch, e 
to thoſe who wou'd not make an equal Return, where themſelves 
prevail'd againſt it; yet not ſo contented, they did by Libels 
and Scandalous Pamphlets openly, and by Clandeſtine Infinuati- 
ons to the K „ thro' the Means and M ——=ry of fome 
Perſons, endeavour to create an Unjuſt Jealouſy of the Ch — ch, 
and to wreſt into their own Hands the Civil Pewer, for which 
the Law had made 'em incapable, and by a meer Jeſuitical, E- 
quivocal Shift, Scandalous to Religion, and Deſtructive of all 
Faith and Moral Honeſty, attempted to evade the Force and In- 
tent of the Law, which was to diſtinguiſh and incapacitate for 
- Truſt all thoſe, that were not True and Sincere Members of the 
Ch——ch of Ed, proftituting thoſe Conſciences of which 
they pretended to be ſo Tender, and profaning the moſt Solemn 
and Holy Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, to the baſe ſini- 
ſter Ends of eluding the Law. . — — 
How far, and by whom theſe Practices were encourag'd, and 
what Diſtractions they cauſed on the Affairs of the Publick, few 
"Enoliſhmen can be Ignorant, and has in part been already told, 
therefore ſhall not be repated here. But the Obſervation of the 
Miſchiefs theſe, Practices had already been the Cauſe of in Ch--ch 
and St te, and thoſe yet great to Both, which muſt be the neceſ- 
ſary Conſequences of the St-—te's conniving at the continuance 
of 'em, made the H—ſe of C ns, reſolve by a Law to take 
away the Temptation, and puniſh a Wilful Tranſgreſſion, ſo 
ſcandalous to Religion, and pernicious to all Civil Govern- 
ments. | FFF 
This they could never hope for ſo favourable an Opportunity of n Reign 
doing as in the Reign of a Q——n, who ſo well underſtands and jo oppor- 
loves our Conſtitution Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, that as before, a- tune as this 
mong our Princes ſhe has no Equal: So it is be fear'd that after - * 
Her may ariſe none like Her; If therefore We can't inthis Reign =} C--ry. 
obtain a Security for the Ch - ch of E 4 againſt the Inva- | 
ſion of the D-——rs, and get the Breaches made in thoſe Laws, 
which were her only Politica} Fence ropaired now, we have lit- 
tle reaſon to expect it in any other. For whatever Objections 
or Oppoſition may be made to it now, may probably = 
5 C 2 | made 
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made then, when our Prince for want of ſufficient Acquain-- 
tance with our Ch—ch and Us, ſhall perhaps not be fo able 
to diſcern the Unreaſonableneſs and Fallacy of 'em, as the 
__ Q>—nbB. And it is not unlikely, but that, as they begin 
(Vide) already to call themſelves the Ch ch of E d by Law E. 
Character ſtabliſh'd, they may then make Us the D-—=rs, as one of their 
ef a Tack= Impudent Libellers has at this time done. And 'tis highly req- 
er. ſonable to believe, that when a Prince Educated in another 
| Ch—ch ſhall come to the Helm, his Servants and Favourites, 
who will have the Priviledge of his Ear in a peculiar manner, may 
take upon 'em the Patronage of the Diſ--t-rs, who will not fail 
to make Stronger Court to *em,than the Ch--ch will think to he 
their due, (as it happen'd in the late Reign) and ſo occaſion ſuch 
Promotions, as may be of fatal Conſequence to the Ch—ch. 
Behaviour How eaſily this may be, will appear plainly by collecting the 
of the Votes of the P. rs created in that Reign. For of Thirty Four 
21 P-—rs Sp—l and T——1 Created, and frit Rais'd to the Or- 
L--- der of Nobility then, ſcarce above five either in that Rn or 
this, ever gave a Vote for the Service or Intereſt of the Ch ch, 
or Ci—] C—nſt—1 in any Critical Queſtion that concern'd 
**m. What a dangerous Majority ſuch Promotions may create 
ſomewhere, We find already to our Sorrow, and therefore in this 
Reign, in which only we can hope to doit, ſhowd provide a- 
gainſt ſuch Miſchiefs for the future. 
Defigens of Whether our M— re have in Reſerve any Salutary Remedies 
the M—-rs for the Evils, which threaten both Ch--ch and St-te, from their 
L bejudg 4 paſt Conduct, We may with Juſtice queſtion. For while in the 
A P. nt every Bill for the Intereſt of the Ch--ch is Rejected thro' 
their Solicitation, and at C rt her Firmeſt Friends are turn'd 
out of Truſt and Favour, notwithſtanding their Eminent Zcal 
and Abilities to Serve Her M--y,ſupported by greatServices paſt, 
for no other Reaſon than their Conſtancy for the Ch--ch, We mult 
be Infatuated if We believe well of the Intentions, or truſt to any 
Profeſſions of M— rs that have Procur'd ſuch things to be done. 
Miſchiefof But tho our M——rs He and She, were as Honeſt as they 
the ir firſt ought to be, and as Wiſe as they pretend to be, or as Perſons that 
falſe Steps. ſet up for Managing Factions had need to be (the contrary of all 
| which is from their Management ſhrewdly to be Suſpected) yet 
all their future Honeſt and Wiſe Service could not maketheQ--n, 
Ch—ch, or M>—chy of E-—4, Reparation for the Miſchief 
which the Initial Falſe Steps of their M try have done; not 
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tho' they ſhould Reign as long as Merhyſelah liv'd,and Govern as 
Wiſely and Uprightly ſor the time to come, as Numa or Licurgus.“ | 
Under Pretence of Moderation, and Healing onr Breaches, and 1 
Calming our Auimoſities, they have made 'em ten times Wider 0 
and more Flagrant, than ever. They have Spirited up a Faction, | | 
that was Domu, and made thoſe Pretend to the Whole Power of the | 
Goverament, who, but for their Countenance and Support, wouid 
gladly have purchas'd Impunity with Incapacity; They have diſ- | 
oblig'd the Braveſt and molt Aﬀectionate H——ſe of C ns, 
that ever any Prince had, only to Render a Few in another Place | b 
Inſolent, who have Heat enough to Embroil Affairs, but not 1 e 
Weight enough to Turn, or Skill enough to Diſentangle em. In 3 
ſhort, they have Forfcited the Eſteem and Affection of the Whole IM 
Body of the Ch--ch Men to make Themfelve:Heads of aPrick-car'd N 
Faction, who refuſe to receive 'em as Such, and neither would if 
they could, nor could if they would Stand by them; and out of 
an idle Jealouſy, that the E l of R and ſome other 
J. — ds of Great Merit and Authority, might Rife to an Equal 
Degree of Credit, and Rival them in the ns Eſteem, they 
have brought themſelves to a Neceſlity of Courting and Truck- 
ling to W=—72, S—7s, and H— x, their old Enemies, who 
Inſult them with the Scorn that is due to ſuch Mean Politicks. 
and ſuch Poor Submiſſions. | 
But admitting, that this Gracious Countenance of the T — 1. 
towards the Wh g and F=—ks were but a Copy (as the Trimming, 
wiſeſt of them Suſpect it to be) put on for a while only, to calm #5 per- 
thoſe Unquiet Spirits, and Lull them into a falſe Security, and Cite, 
that the Service and Security of the Ch--ch of E — A are only ſtrengt hen 
Reſpited (as it is pretended) till a Juncture, in his Opinion, more the hips. 
Favourable to them; Is he ſure, that he ſhall be Able then, by 
the Service he ſhall do to Ballance the Miſchief, that his Trim- 
ming in the mean time will have done? He has by his Countenance 
and Encoura gement, not only rais'd up a Faction, that was abſolutely 
down, but greatly Encreas'd and Strengthned it : But he muſt not 
therefore Flatter himſelf, that he carries ſo much Weight in his 
own Perſon, as to be Able to Turn the Scale to which ſide ſoever 
he takes. For tho? he has had the Power to Spirit up a Dejected 
Broken Faction, and to Engage them in a Quarrel, which, but 
for their Hopes in him, they durſt not have Entred into; or if 
they had, muſt have fallen in, yet from ſome Parallel Inſtances, . 
and ſome Arguments which We ſhall lay before him, We hope =» : 
Ne. | | WI 
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will beConvinc'd, that his Succeſs will not probably be ſo great, 
when he ſhall endeavour to que!l them, = 


| | Parallel Katherine de Medicis (a much Greater Perſon than our L--- 
| Iuſtance ef Tp.) Queen-Mother and Regent of France, during the Mi- 


| Pe nority of Henry the Third her Son, by reaſon. of his bas Age, and 
| Medicis. afterwards thro' his Weakneſs,had a mind to make the ſame Ex- 
1 periment, for much the ſame Reaſons that our I- now makes. 
3 She was apprehenſive, that the Intereſt which the Guiſes had in the 
Þ Leaguers was a Diminution of her Authority, and might in time re- 
3 move her from the Regency; and this Jealouſ) grew ſo ſtrong in 
WEE. her, that tho” ſhe was a Zealous Catholickand a Leaguer, ſhe re- 
12 ſolv'd tc Countenance the Hugonotsin order to Ballance the Power 
1 of the League, and by them to Support her Regency againſt the 
| Guiſes, whom ſhe ſuſpected to be her Rivas. This Conduct ſhe 
J WA purſued but ſix Months; yet (as Me xeray, a HiStorian of Great Can- 
bl. A4our informs us) in that ſhort time, ſhe made more Hugonots by 
} her Countenance, than all their Preachers had done in Thirty Tears. 
Tis probable the Influence of our 7 — may not make Wh--gs 
ſo faſt, but it Viſibly Debauches Great Numbers. The Conſe- 
quence of theſe Ambitions Conteſts between the Cueen-Mother of 
France and the Guiſes was, That the. King was made to Act on all 
Occaſions contrary to his Intere$ts, Inclinations, and Promiſes, in 
Compliance to the Deſires of the Factions, and became thro) their 
Means very Unhappy and Contemptible to all his People; whereas 
(the fame ſtiorian tells us) that had he ſtuck to that wholeſome 
Reſolution of Tolerating inviolably the Hugonots in the exerciſe of 
| their Religion, and ofExcluding them entirely from allOffices of Truſt 
Wn and Profit, he had ſeen a ſpeedy End of all his Troubles, and in a 
5 fee Years brought all his Subje&ts peaceably to One Religion; the 
| | contrary Method to which fil'd his Kingdom with War, Bloodſhed, 
and all the Miſeries that attend em; and brought Himſelf at laſt 
to an VUntimely End by the Hand of an Aſſaſſine, after having been 
- wrought by his Mother toConſent to a General Maſſacre of all the 
Proteſtants in his Dominions; which Horrid Deſign was with Deteſt a- 
ble Cruelty and Barbarity executed at Paris onSt. Bartholomem's Day, 
and follow'd ſoon after in moſt Parts of that Kingdom. And this 
very Katherine de Medicis, who had not long before taken upon 
her the Protection of the Hugonots, when her Intereſts changed their 
Face, and ſhe began to grow Fealous of the Princes of the Blood, 
3 as ſhe had been before of the Houſe of Lorrain, made no ſcruple of 
 Sacrificing thoſe of whom ſhe had eee eee of 
1 f 353 e Sealing 
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Sealing with their Blood her Reconciliation to the Guiſes,in which 
her Hand was fo deeply dipt ; that the Scheme for the Univer- 
ſal Deſtruction of thoſe poor People was form'd in her Apart- 
ment, and the Young King wrought to authorize it by her Per- 
ſwaſions. 75 


tries, and at all Times, however peaceable and good Natur'd; 
that Friendſhips founded on Ambition are Fallacious and Dan- 
gerous, and never Laſting ; for he that to ſerve a preſent Turn 
gives up his Old Friends, to ſerve a Future One, will give up his 
new Ones to ther to recover *em again. The Wh---s therefore 
will (if they be wiſe) conſider for what Ends they are at pre- 
ſent Careſs'd, and whether their own Share of the Nuts, they 
are employed to Rake out of the Fire, be worth Burning their 
Fingers for. | 

M 
and to examine whether there be not more Danger of Cutting 


S——zd——4,whoſe Schemes they are ſuſpected to follow, found 
'em once too hard for him and liis Maſter, for all his Indulgence 
to em met with very Ungrateful Returns: Neither his Kindneſs, 
nor their own Solemn Promiſes of ſtanding by him with their 
Lives and Fortunes, cou'd kcep *em from Betraying him upon 
the firſt Opportunity that preſented it ſelf; fo far were they from 
keeping their Faith with him, that they prov'd the bittereſt and 
moſt ungentile Enemies he had. If the T expects more 
Gratitude from 'em, he deceives himſelf; for tho? they may uſe 
his Aſſiſtance to pull down the Ch---ch, yet their intire Confi- 
dence and Dependance will reſt elſewhere, and they will always 
be as ready to embrace any Occaſion of Ruining him, as they were 
of doing it to their unhappy Indulgent Sovereign K 1 -; 
yet Jef: they ſhou'd pretend themſelves capable of ſuch Carriage 
only towards Papiſts and Popery, and call it the Tranſport of an 
Ardent Zea}; let their Behaviour towards the Ch--ch of E * 


which immediately after an Attempt ſo provoking as a Conſpi- 
racy with the Papiſts to ſubvert her, in favour of them, repeal'd 
the Penal Laws, and gave 'em a Perpetual Toleration by a Law ;, 
let 


On the other handit may be no improper Speculation for the Growth of 
rs, to weigh well the Nature of the Tools they work with, — 
45 
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their own Fingers, than of Shaping their Deſigns right by em z __ 


FF Io IO ST of 2, oe RY G 
ee. a eo — 


7 he . * 
* — — 


bility turn it upon 'em to their Ruin; and if an unſucceſs 
tempt ſo to buoy it up, will be almoſt as fatal to em from ano- 
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let their Behaviour (we ſay) and Gratitude for that Indulgence 


be ſcann'd, and thence let a Judgment of their uſual Returns be 


form'd. If therefore the Faction buoy'd- up by the M—=rs ' till 


it gathers Strength ſufficient to get uppermoſt, will in all N 
ul At- 


ther Quarter; the M———rs wou'd do well to be very ſure, that 
they are able to Steer clear of theſe Rocks, which no Man hi- 
ther has done, or to change their Courſe in time, while there is 


room to Tack-About : They are Courtiers, and know that to 


trip up the Heels of thoſe that Raiſe *em, is a familiar Court 
practice; let 'em beware how they make it National, leſt it 
come round to themſelves. | 5 

1 may pleaſe himſelf with a Dream of Power 
and Popularity, and fancy himſelf ſome Mighty Monarch, 
when he ſees his Levees crowded, and half a hundred Gentlemen 
waiting his Orders, and watching his Nods; but 'tis his Staff 
they follow, not him; if his Footman bore it, they wou'd all be 
as obſequiouſly at his Heels. Theſe are Inſects, that can't live 
ont of the 'Sun-ſhine of the C-—rt ; let it he on which ſide it 
will, they muſt be in it. He that admires this ſort of Court and 
Grandeur, may as juſtly fall in love with a Sunny Wall, with 
a ſwarm of ſhining Flies upon it. *Tis wonderful that any Judi- 
cious, Experienced Perſon ſhowd put any Confidence in ſuch 
Tranſitory Friends, whom the firſt Rude Blaſt of Weather blows 
to an oppoſite Quarter, or the firſt glimpſe of Favour clſewhere 
lures away from 'em: Yet this has been the common failing of 
moſt of our Great M rs, to neglet thoſe who have con- 
ſtantly, and but of Principle or Inclination been in their, or the 


Tame Intereſt with *em, to purchaſe thoſe that have been in a 


contrary ; as if they carried about *em ſome Charm, that wou'd 
make Men true to themſelves, whom they cou'd draw to be un- 


faithful to others. No other Reaſon ſeems poſlibly to be given 


for this, than theſe, That moſt Stateſmen are apt to preſume upon 
che Superiority of their own Underſtanding, and to think that 
they may by vertue of it.venture where others formerly in their 
Stations (and perhaps as conceited of their own Wiſdom too) 


have miſcarried; or that commonly their Deſigns are ſich as re- 


quire Inſtruments, whoſe Conſciences are more at Liberty than 
a Man of .Honour's, who is tether'd by Principles, and can go 
but a meaſur'd juſt length, and by conſequence is not ſo hit a 
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Tool for large Deſigns, as one that is neither Scrupulous nor In- 
quiſitive beyond what he ſhall get himſelf for his Pains. 

All Ages and Countries have abounded with theſe obſequious Pro- 
ſtitutes, the Slaves of Proſperous Greatneſs, who Ply at the Levee's 
of Great Men, as Porters do in the Streets, only to put themſelves 
in the way of being Hir'd, and keep Better Men away, who are 
afraid of Contracting a Suſpicion of Diſhoneſty by appearing often 
in ſuch Company. All Favourites have been equally attended by 
'em during their Favour, and alike Deſerted by 'em when that 
was gone. Twas not the Man but his Fort une, that they Courted. 
Yet, tho' very few have Riſen to be Pr me M — rs, who 
did not know this, fewer have been able ſo far to Surmount their 
own Vanity, as to Deſpiſe a crowded Levee, and not to Indulge 
this ſort of Court by Returns of Favour, and Freferment. But from 
the Choice of ſuck Agents their Deſigns ſaon become Suſpected to 
the Honeſt Underſtanding Part of the World, and that Suſpicion ge- 
nerally renders thoſe Deſigns abortive for which they werechoſen. 
When Men of Doubtful Integrity, or Obnoxious to Cenſure, or even 
their Partizans, Men of their Stamp and Training-up are taken 
into Grace and Confidence, Wiſe Men grow juſtly apprehenſive 
that the Old Game is to be play'd over again, or ſome other as 
Tos They, that ſee the Hand, may eaſily Judge what the Play 
will be. | | 

When we ſee the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity fo often re- 
jected thro? the Means and Influenceof the Mrs, even after it 
had been alter'd to the Terms upon which the firſt Oypoſers of it pro- 
miledCompliance ; And when the GreatPatronsand Aſſerters of the In- 
tereſt of the Ch ch et Crt, the D ke of B——m; the E—ls 
of R, iN —-m, J——y,W——ſea, Sir Ed S, I -d 
G——ie, Grad, G-w—r,E——| of D-ſ-rt,Sir G—— R— 
turn'd out, without the leaſt Pretence or Colour of Offence ;, What 
can We judge of the Intereſts of the C chat C. rt? Perhaps 
We ſhal] be told, that ſome of theſe went out Voluatarily,and that 
the n ſo far approv'd their Service, that She Earneſtly de- 
ſir d the Continuance of it in the Same or Better Poſts, We grant 
it, and humbly Thank Her M for her Gracious Thoughts 
both of the Ch--ch and its Friends. But what then mult We think 
of thoſe WM rs, who render Joyat-Service with 'em Iaſuportable, 
to thoſe who have the Higheſt Veneration and Affection for Her 
M's Perſon and Government? May we not juſtly Suſpect, - 


that they ſaw ſuch things carrying on, as they could neither Cen- 
| D C71 
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| ſhould ſhare the Imputation? But what will they ſay to thoſe other 


any thing Objected to em that might Deſerve to be Puniſh'd with 


and their Fidelity Commended, but themſelves PDiſmiſt. What 


and F 


„ 
cur in nor Prevent; and therefore Conſulted their own Honour 
and laid down, leſt by Appearing to Countenance 'em, they 


Noble Perſons,who not not being of the C--b--t C.- ,had no other 
Means of keeping things right, than by doing their Duty ſteadi- 
ly in their Places? Were they guilty of any Offence ? Or was 


the Lo/s of their Places? No! their Services too were Approv'd, 


can be the Meaning of all this? If Places were fold by Allowance; 
We might imagine, that ſome Perſons were apprehenſive of a 
Storm, and therefore made haſt to get in their Hay white the Sun. 
ſhin'd. But ſurely Places are not Sold, at leaſt not all of em; 
and therefore that can't be the Reaſon of all theſe Extraordinary 
Changes. However it be, by the Choice of Wi:——os to ſucceed, it 
looks as if ſume Perſons had a Deſien to guard all the Avenues to 
the Qn with their emu Creatures, and to Exclude the Poor De- 
clining Ch--ch and its Friends from all manner of Acceſs to Her. 
The preſent Proſpe# of the Ch--ch is very Melancholy; and 
whatever -Undiſcerning People may think, or ſome, that wou'd vlizd 


Us ſay, that of the G=—2zr is not much more comfortable. For 


if while the C—rt was for us, the H ſe of L— ds almoſt 
intirely with Us, and the H ſe of C ns undebauch'd in 
their Principles, and the Laws vigorous on our Side, even in thoſe 
Days Whigs, R-p-bl-as and F—cks Encreas'd and Multiply'd 
upon us, How will they Inſult us now, when all our Strength is 
Reduc'd to a Kemnant in the H——ſe of C ns only, and 
thoſe Oppord by the other H ſe, Brow-beaten by the C=——t, 
and Aſrerfd, LVillifyd and Abusd by the gs, R-p-ol-ns, 
cks all the Nation over. How ought we to Reverence 
and Cheriſh the Conſtant Honourable Few, who above the Tempta- 
tions of the N rs, or the Unjuſt Clamour of the Hh. -g, by 
neir Courage and Bravery alone, Suſtain our Cauſe. 

There was a Time when our Clergy Defended our Ch—c<h 
againſt the Joynt Attacks of Papiſts and Fanatic, with a Courage 
Becoming the Cauſe they Serv'd. But alas, Many of thoſe Keve- 
read Perſons, that Animated, and Led 'em, are Dead; the ch 
has loſt 17 of thoſe Heroick Pr tes, that gave Liſe and Vi- 


gour to thoſe Noble Sentiments, and moſt of their Places are fill'd 


with Men of another Stamp, who, not being Warmed themſelves 
with the ſame Zeal for it, by Preaching Indiſference to the _— 
f of 
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of the Ch. ch, under the Specious, Deceitful Name of 4A. 


have very much Dampt, and in a manner Extinguiſh'd that Noble 


Spirit, which their Predeceſſours had Infuſed into the Inferiour 
Cl—y. However, our Caſe is not ſo Deſperare, but that we have 


ſome B-ſh-ps left, who do not owe their Promotion to d& 4 


or S——75 ; but {till retain their Primitive Integrity, and Ae: 
dlion to the Ch--ch, of which they are True Sons, and Tender Es 
thers ; Men, whoſe Reputation is not huilt upon the Sandy Bottom of 
a Treacherous Mo———7; nor their Heads yainly filled with Chi- 
mericel Notions of an Impracticable Comprehenſion, but whoarejuſt- 
ly Rever'd for their Piety, and Honour'd for their Steadineſs ; 
Men, who, under the general Indefinite Term of Proteſt ant, have 
not loſt the Important Diſtinction between a Ch--chof E d. 
Man and a F— c, and wou'd not put Pr — 8, n., 
An. — 1, * Sec -s, under the common Negative 
Idea of Proteſtants, into equal Credit and Authority with the 
ch- ch of E-—=d ; Men, who are neither to be Awed by L—b-th, 
nor WheedPd by 5 um out of their Principles, but can Con- 
rue Thirty Nine Articles without an Eæpoſition; and Dare give a 
Vote for a New Law to Secure the Ch--ch of E——d, when by 
geſuitical Shifts, the Intent and End of the Old are fruſtrated ; 
Men, who, tho' the C—t be the Fountain of Preferment, Dare 
withſtand it in Defence of the Ch--ch, and who wew'd not in 
Complaiſance to any M rs leave it the only Proteſtant 
Community not Secur'd by Law. 


From the Pious Endeavours of theſe Reverend and worthy 7þe bum- 
tes, in conjunction with the Lower Houſeof C- nv: c- tion, bie ru 
0 t 

Ch--ch to 


Pr — 
the Ch ch humbly hapes, and earneſtly entreats that the Low- 
er Cl--gy (Who want only to be headed and countenanc'd) nay 
be encourag'd to exert themſelxes in the Defence of that Ch--ch 
from which they receive their Bread; and that they may be in- 


ſtructed to ſhew their reſpective Congregations the innumerable 


Evils that flow from that dangerous, but too much receiv'd Poſi- 
tion, That there ought to be no diſtinction amongſt Proteſtants ; let 
*em inſtruc *em in the Nature of True Moderation, and exhort em 
to the Practice of it; but let em make 'em truly ſenſible of the 
vaſt difference between that Moderation, which is a Vertue, and 
a part of the Moral Duty of every Chriſtian ; and the Modera- 
tion ſo Faſhionable, and ſo much Recommended of late, which is no- 
thing but Lukewarmneſs in Religion, and Indifference in every 
thing that relates to the Service of God, and the Intereſt of his 

D 2 | Ch—ch; 


the B-ps. 
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Ch ch; let 'em make it appear that the Toleration may and 
mall be maintain'd without ſuffering the BD, to ride 
upon our Necks, and that there is no High Ch ch-man (as 
they abuſively call ns) of us all, who wou'd break in upon 
the Toleration, if it were in their Power, provided, that the 
Ambition of the D=a——ſ——7z5 wou'd ſtop there. Let 
em Remonſtrate to 'em the Scandal and Sin of Occaſional Con- 
formity, and the Heinouſneſs of Hocking or Diſſembling with GOD 
in ſo Solemn an Act of Devotion, as the Approaching the Lord's 
Table. Let em reprove Wantenneſs and Wawverivg in Religion, and 
Rambling after Yariety of Religious Exerciſes, which Argues more 
Curioſity than Devetion. Laſtly, Lert*em in their Converſations with 
their Neigblours Repreſent to *em the Preſent Real Danger of the 
Ch—=c and St te and from Whom it ts fear'd, as from 
this Memorial or other fuller Evidence, they ſhall be Convinced , 
and by rightly Stating the Fruth of Facts to *em, let '*em Vindi- 
cate thoſe Worthy Patriots in Beth H—ſes (eſpecially the 
H—ſe of C u who are Aſfpersd for, their juſt Endea- 
vours to Settle and Secure the Ch—ch and Ci—I St te, 
and more Efpecially at this time Maliciouſly Miſrepreſented to the 
People by the Enemies of Both. To all theſe things, as We doubt 
not of your L——ps Concurrence and Direction, fo We hope 
thro? the Bleſſing of GOD upon the Sincere Endeavours of your 
Cl gy, to ſee the C ch Triumph over the Malice ot 
its Enemies, the Nation Settled in Laſting Peace, and Both Indebt- 
ed to the Zeal and Picty of your J. ps, to whom, tho' not 
the Major Part in Number of your own O r, the Whole 
Glory of Eſtabliſhing It for Ever, will, next to God, be mainly 
Due. If any of our Clergy remain ſtill Prejudic'd, and Intoxicat- 
ed with the Vain Hopes of © Comprehenſion, let em know, that the 
Diſſenters univerſally Laugh at em for a Froject ſo Impracticable, 
and Deſpiſe em for their Weakzeſs in Propounding an Expedient ſo 
Impolitick on their Part; if it were Practicable, no Man alive 
could ever yet tell on what Terms the Diſſenters would accept of a 
Comprehenſion ; nor can the Wiſeſt of the Church-Comprehenders ſay 
on what he expects they ſhou'd. Do they Propoſe, That the Di 
ſenters ſhow'd come over the Church, or the Church go over to 
the Diſlenters ? If either of theſe Miraculous Changes cou'd be 
wrought, it wou'd not be Comprehenſion, but Converſion. Let thoſe 
that expect the Former, do their utmoſt to bring it about ; let *em 
A their Sermons and their Writings, endeavourto Convince the ſe- 
veral 
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veral Sorts of Diſſenters of their reſpective Errors. The Migh- 
Church Men (as they call em) are ready to joyn with 'em in ſo 
good a Work. At the worſt 'tis but ſo much Pious Labour loſt, it 
they gain no Ground upon the Diſſenters, and may probably have 
this good Effect, that it will Fix again thoſe whom a falſe miſtaken 
Notion of Moderation has Unſettled. As for thoſe, who deſire 
the Church ſhould go over to theDiſſenters,let em ſet the Exam- 
ple, which can't fail of hearing this good Fruit, that either they 
will be follow.d, which will Satisfie their End, or their Places 
will be FiIVd with Better Church Men, which will Anſwer Ours ; 
and both ways put an End to this Scandalous Hluctuation, this 
Halting between ſeveral Opinions, and the Church arrives at ſome 
Seti. j | 
As for thoſe,who are for compounding with the Diſſenters, and 
for Meeting 'em (as their Phraiſe is) half way, they are cither 
exceeding Weak Men, or worſe Deluded Perſons, or -—— . 
There are three, ways by which the Dilſenters have receded and 
gone off from us, and conſequently as many by which they .may 
and muſt Return to Us, if ever they mean to do it (viz.) Do- 
arine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip. Which of theſe ways would 
theſe Men of Comprehenſion have us meet 'em with our Advances? 
In leſs than All, Diſſenters themſelves have often Declared, they 
will not be ſatisfied nor ſtir one Step towards us; and in All we 
can't make any without Matilating or Adulterating the purechriſtian 
Faith, Condemning our moſt Excellent Church, and in a manner 
Apoſtatizing from, and utterly Subverting it. We have beenoften 
told, that the Proteſt ant Diſſenters agree with us in all the Main and 
Fundamental Points of the Chriſtian Faith, and differ from us only 
in Triftes, and Points ct Eſſential. If this be true, Why did they 
Separate from us? And why do they not immediately Return into 
the Boſom of the Church, wbo, if this be all the Ground of their 
Separation, is Ready with Open Arms to receive 'em, For our 
Church is notſo Rigid, or fo Capricious as to Require an Abſolute 
Uniformity of Sentiments among her Sons in Matters of Poubror 
Speculation, which are not Eſſential to the True Faith, nor Neceſ- 
fary to the maintenance of Order and good Diſcipline: She does 
not require Implicite Faith, nor command her Sons to Believe as 
the Church believes, whether they comptehend her Meaning or 
not, or can be convinc'd in their Underſtandings, that thoſe 
things are True which She delivers as ſuch. She cou'd wiſh indeed, 
that all her Sons had as Sound and Clear Und 
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' brace all Uſeful Truths, as ſtrong Conſtitutions to Digeſt all 
'wholeſome Food; but like a Tender, Indulgent Mother, She does 
not reject thoſe weak Ones, who thro? Infirmity can't receive all 
| that is good and conducive, if they admit all that is Eſſential to 
J the Chriſtian Faith, and Neceſſary to Chriſtian Communion. 
} | Thoſe therefore, that diſſent from the Ch ch of E——4 on 
Points not of this Number, in their own Opinions at leaſt, ſtand 
Self condemn'd, and can't excuſe themſelves from the Guilt of 

Obſtinate Unreaſonable Schiſm. | 
Thoſe Diſſeaters that would alter our Hierarchy, and change 
our whole Eccleſiaſtical Polity, deal indeed fairly with Us, and let 
us know what they wou'd be at: That is, provided we come o- 
ver emirely to Them, they will be ſo Gracious as to Comprehend us; 
but this Grace we can't expect from thoſe of em only, who arc 
for a Comprehenſion in their Senſe; that is, for Pardoning Us Schiſ” 
maticks of the Ch—ch of E d. The Presbyterians pretend 
to have leſs Averſion for us, and to approach our Ch—ch ucar- 
er than any other ſort of Engliſh Diſſenters. But we have had 
ſuch a taſte of their Lenity and Tadulgence in the Iniquity, and Vio- 
= lence of the Proceedings of the && of Sc ud againſt the 
= Ep—— I Ch—ch; which leſs than twenty Tears ago was the 
Eſtabliſot Ch—ch of that Nation, that we muſt be infatuated to 
_ Extremity, ſhou'd we ſuffer them to get the Power, and ſtill hope 
to be Tolerated in our own way. They who have made it Hig) 
Treaſon there, by Preaching or Argument, in Diſcourſe or Writing, 
to defend Epiſcopacy, are not like to be very Indulgent to it here, 
whenever they ſhall have it in their Power to be Severe. Be- 
_Ndes, as all the Hope which the E ſh Pr, enter- 
tain of prevailing here at ſame time or other, is founded on their 
expectations of Aſſiſtance from their Brethren in Sc——-d ; Can 
we flatter our ſelves that an Arm'd Power of S—ts, which 
mou d come Strong enough to Force their Diſcipline upon us, wou'd 
not have the Garbling of our Land, as well as the Modelling of 
our Ch-——ch.? The Northern Counties ſtill remember the 014 
Sc ch Can't, We come for aw your Gudes, which they made con- 
ſtantly good in the Litteral Senſe, upon all their Move ables, where- 
ever they were not frighred or beaten off in time. And the whole 
Nation knows the time when the Saints ſhall inherit the Earth, 
was thought Lam ſufficient to give a Sett of Men, who Sainted 
themſelves a Title to the Lands and Poſſeſſions of the Wicked and 
_ Aaiignants, which was every Man, whoſe Eſtate they coveted. : 
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This muſt neceſſarily be the Caſe of any Nation, where it ſhall 
become a general Article of Faith, that Dominion is founded in 
Grace. For the Body of all Nations being no nice Diſcerners the 
People will be cheated by the Preſtigious Tricks of Impudent Hy- 
peerites, and falſe Enthuſiaſts ; who will always take upon em 
to be Judges of the Meaſure of their-own Grace, and of all o- 
ther Mens, and thereby aſſume an Arbitrary, Tyrannical Dominion 
over all Honeſt, Wiſe Men, whoſe Conſciences will not ſuffer 'em 
to make thoſe Scandalous, Hypocritical Pretenſions. This was the 
Orthodox: Divinity, and theſe the Conſequences which follow'd the 
Sch Reformers into E 4; and theſe muſt follow 'em 
again, if ever they are ſuffer'd to return hither, 


But perhaps ſome ' Comprehenſion Low Ch—ch Man wil! tell Zpiſcopacy 
us, that they do not intend to comply ſo far with the Diſſenters, as d 19 be 


to conſent to the Abolition of Epiſcopacy, but only to condeſcend 


ſo far to the Weakpe/s of our Diſſentino Brethren as to Maderate it, . l 4% 
and to gratify em by taking away ſome Exrravegant Branches 
of the Power of a Biſhop : They that think by ſuch Compliance: 
to Reconcile any ſort of Diſſenters to the Ch—ch, will find thein- 
ſelves very wide of the Mark, when they ſhall come to the Fxper:- 
ment : For there is ſcarce any fort of Diſſenters who do not ex- Eucieſiaft 


erciſe more Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdiction among themſelves, and fulmi- 


Moder ates 


cal Furij- 


nate Men with their Spiritual Thunder, more frequently and fre- didion 


any fort of Clergy does not think their Ch---ch endaed with as 
Great Authority and Coercive Power over the Laity; as the Ch---ch 


ly than the Ch---ch of E=——-4 does. It is not therefore that fi AU 


ihe DijJen- 


ters far a- 
bove the 


of E—— 4 has at any time, ſince the Reformation exercisd « Praftice of 
but their Cexſures being in this Nation meer Bruta Fulmina,that is, the CH cl. 


being neither Allow?d nor Support ed hy the Secular Magiſtrate, the 


Law has taken away their Sting, which it has not done to thoſe 


of the National CH ch; the Diſſenting Clergy wou'd therefore be 


glad that the Lam wou'd reſtore the Stixg to their Cenſures, that 


they might become more Au ful to their Con feen or that ĩt 


were taken away from thoſe of the Ch ch; that its Miniſters 
might be Hronged in their Dues, and its ſelf Afﬀronted in its Diſci- 
pline with more Licence and 1mpuity. It is not the Title of Lord, nor 
the Authority which a Biſhop, as ſach has, that offends theſe Men: 
but it is the ſmall Number of B:ſhopricks that gives ſo few of 
em room to hope to arrive at the Dignity and Power, of which 
{© many of em are Ambitions. | 


The- 
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5 * The Preſbyterians therefore, by lodging the F uriſdiction of Arch. 
* Biſhops — > ow in their Synods and Claſſes; tho? they have not 
Foundztion provided ſo amply for the Ambition of ſome, yet they have more 
of Preſby- liberally and equally for that of all their Clergy; for in their De- 
2 mocratical Scheme of a Ch—ch, they have given to their whole 
Clergy an infinitely greater Pener than ours pretends to, even e- 
qual to that of the Ch——ch of Reme; and by their Diſtributi- 
on into Claſſes and Synods, they give 'em every one a Share, un- 
der the Denomination of Claſſical or Synod- Men, of Dominion over 
the Laity, and entirely exempt *em from Lay Juriſdiction. 

The Independants by another fort of Diſtribution, carry the Au- 
Corgrega- thority of every Individual Prieſt yet higher every Particular Pa- 
rional of ſtor is Arch- Biſhop of his Congregation ; a Diminutive Pope in his 
. little Dominions; Abſolute, Arbitrary, and Uncontroulable in Spir,- 
"1 tuals Subjeck and Accountable in Matters of Religion (as he pre- 
tends) to none but God ; whoſe Particular, but private Call to 
the Mini try, by way of Perperual Inſpiration, he pleads as his 
Commiſſiona nd Warrant tor whatever hedoes.; which none but God 
that gave it him can exact any Accounts of in barr to all Hum:: 
Authority. Thus the Independant's Prieſt lodges in kimſelf the 
Infallible Judicature in Sacris, from whence there is no Appeal; 
which the Preſbyterian with more Modeſty reſolves ultimately in- 
to, and places in the laſt Reſort in the National Synod ; ſo that the 
Preſbytcrians have but One Pope in each Nation, which is the Synod; 
and the ſeveral Ministers of which it is compoſed, are but ſo ma- 
ny Limbs of Antichrist; whereas the Independants have a Little 
Pope in every Congregation, and every Individual Preacher among 

*em is a whole Petty Antichrist himſelf. 
Upon what Terms then do theſe Moclerate Men, theſe Comprehen- 
Xo terms ers, propound a Coalitien between our Ch ch and Theſe ? Will 
0 >; 7 the Freſbyterians part with their Synedical Popery, or the Indepen- 
ber 55 Aants their Congregational? Or do the Fir5t deſire to make their 
be Dis. Synodical Syſtem, the National Ch ch? Or the Latter to Turn their 
Cong regations into Pariſhes by At of Parliament? That 1s, In fewer 
Words, Do they offer to come over to Vs, or require that We 
ſhou'd to Them: ? For by whichſoever of the ways abovemention'd 
ſuch a Coalition ſnou'd be effected, the proper Name for it (as 
we have already obſerv'd) wou'd be Converſion, not Comprehenſion. 
If they, or any of 'em are willing to come over to us, we here 
again repeat our Promz/e to receive em with open Arms, and to 
forget all paſt Vnbindneſſes; which we hope is Teſti mony ſufficient of 
| our 
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dur Moderation; but if they ſtill infiſt that We ſhou'd come over ö | 
to Them, We deſire Them, or their New Friends the Moderate | 
Ch--ch-Men, to find ſome New Arguments that may ſatisfy our 
Conſciences, without Reproach to which we can't ſeriouſly intend | 
any ſuch Thing upon the Old Baffled Arguments of the D-ſſ-rs,which 1 
| 
| 


habe been ſo often, and ſo ſufficiently anſwer'd already: Nor can 
we without incurring the C enſure of miſpending our Time, conſider 
em any farther; and therefore we likewiſe pray thisFavour of em, | 
that whatever they ſhall hereafter offer on this Suh ject, may be. New, 
and to the Furpoſe, without Impertinence or Scurrility ; For we 
are not at Leiſure to conſider -Begatelles, nor of a Humour to an- 
ſwer Kibaldry, ſuch as of late have been generally offer'd on their | | 
behalf, which is another Troof of our Candour and Moderation, | 4 
ſuch as they are not able to give for themſelves. 4 
Thoſe, that know how Arbitrary and Unlimited an Authority Piſcipline | 4 
| 


theſe Diſſenting Guides have at all times Uſurped, where they 1 the Diſ- 
Prevail d, will have little Hope of an Accommodation from any /eners 4r- 
Conceſſions on their Part in Point of Diſcipline or Spiritual Ju- _ 
riſdiction. The moſt Reaſonable and Moderate of em, the Preſby- 
rerians have always ſet themſelves,and their own Cenſures above 
all Laws, and pretended, that the Sentencing and Correction of 
Sinners without Limitation of kind either of Sin or Puniſhment, 
belong'd to them, as the Miniſters of Chriſt, by which unbounded 
Privilege, they drew to themſelves the Judicature in all Caſes in 1 
the laſt Reſort, and conſequently the Abſolute Sovercignty over | [3] 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men. This is ſtill Practis'd in Se—nd, | CE. 
where,upon whatever account the Preſbytery is pleas'd to Excom- 
muicate any one, the Cuſtom of Horning ſtill remains, that is, of 
Seizing all his Eſtate and Effects at the Sound of a Horn, which is 
the Ks Warrant for Execution; and againſt this Sentence(how- 
ever Unjuſt, the Government dare not give any Relief: So Terri- 
ble is the Ri to it- This they pretended to, and exercis'd (tho? 
not by the Ho) in En——4,in the time of their Uſurpation, till 
the very Rump it ſelf, their own Creature, would no longer endure 
ſuch extravagant Domineering, and thought fit by an Ordinance | 14 
to Circumſcribe it, as Nye the Famous Aſſembliſt Complains. 0 

* The Exerciſe of Diſcipline in our Congregations was order d by the * Nye's 2 | 
Parliament; bt limited likewiſe to an Enumeration of the Sins for —— ＋ 

| which we might Excammunicate, exempting other Sinzers, that were Tr : 
2 nz much under our charge. This was lool2d on by the Aſſembly, as a p. g8. T q 
great Abridgment of their Miniſterial Liberty, and ſo great as they | 
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Profeſs'd it could not with a good Conſcience be Submitted to, as, not 
2 7 able to Perform their Truſt, which they receiv'd from Jeſus Chriſt, 
and muſt give an Account of to him, reſolving to ſtand faſt in the Li- 
; berty wherewith Chriſt hath made them Free, | 

Abſolus This is a Note above Fla, a Strain beyond Popery. For the 
Popery, Pope, as High 4 Churchman as he is, reſtrains his Spiritual Thun- 
; der to his Sins enumerated and defin'd in the Canon Law of that 
Church. But the Saints, good Men, are for Fulminating at Dif. 
cretion, and delivering over to Satan whomſoever they pleaſe, 
without any Stated Rule, or Reſtriction of Law. The Sit 
and Aſſembliſts wou'd be at once Law-givers, Judges and Jury, and 
Make, and Execute the Lam at the ſame Inſtant. This may ſeem 
Extravagant, and look like a Miſrepreſerftation to thoſe, that 
are Ignorant of the Foundation, Nature, and Extent of their Diſ- 
cCipline. But his Conviction ex Ore proprio, 'tis what is to be 
found in all their Writings, what they have all Argu'd for when 
time was, as much as ye before-cited, and what they have Ex- 
ercis'd, and wou'd Exerciſe ſtill, did not the Fear of the Lame, 
and the Better Example of the Church reſtrain *em at preſent. 
Were thoſe Obſtacles remov'd, there is not Doubt but they wou'd 
Reſume their antient Practice, and Domineer as much Here as in 
Sc. -d. Nor cou'd they upon their Principles juſtifiably do o- 
therwiſe. For if (as the Independants pretend) they are the In- 
mediate Organs thro* which Chriſt Acts and Speaks by preſent In- 
ſpiration, Who dare refuſe their Authority, that pretends to be a. 
Chriftian ? Iafallibility attends Inſpiration, and Appealing from: 
them, is Appealing from Him, as in their Wrings they frequently 
tell Us. This is the very Foundation and Eſſence of Popery re- 
find upon. Both ground their V/urpations upon Mankind on the 
Speciat Authority of Heaven. But the Pope 1s in one Point more 
Modeſt, and more Ingenious than they; For he claims his Uni- 
verſal Vicarſhip under the Scriptures, which we Read and Un- 
derſtand as well as he, and therefore Diſpute and Reject his Ti- 
tle. But they pretend a Warrant of a Superiour Nature, an Im- 
_ mediate Call, and require us to take that upon their own baſe 
Words, which no Mag is bound believe under the Evidence of 

Miracles. | 
Atdreſsro Conſider, we befeech your Brethren of the Ch—ch of E—4, 
| ie Mode- YOu eſpecially, that pretend to More Moderation than the reſt, 
3 rateci-gy. whither the Deſigns of theſe Saparatiſts tend, and whether you 
| can be Content to follow em thro? all the Senſeleſs Mazes of _ 

| | Brain 
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Brain'd or Knaviſh Enthuſiaſm. Yet ſo you muſt ds, or be at 
laſt upon worſe Terms with 'em than now you are, if once in 
Condeſcention to their Obſtinacy and Whimfies, you ſtir a Step out 
of the Direct Paths of the hc; your leaſt Deviation after 
'em will be call'd a Conviction, and you will be treated as Repro- 
bates, that had a Sight of Grace, but are fallen from it again, 
whenever you ſhall refuſe to Dance any further after their Pipe. 

But you wou'd win them over to You. The Deſign is Pious; 7, few 
but what Hopes have you of it? Have not all Attempts hither- upon whas 
to to bring any Sect of em over in a Body, prov'd all ſuch Projects terms or 
to be vain? Do you know whether they wou'd advance one Step 7474 _ 
towards you, or on What Terms? Has any Body offer'd any thing — 
on their Part, for which he can ſhew their Commiſſion? If no Compre- 
ſuch Advances have been made, Whither is it you wou'd Lead benſion. 
Us, or to what End ? If the parting with a few Ceremonies in 
the Form of our Worſhip (however Decent and Significant we 
do now and ſhall continue to think 'em) will Reconcile and U- 
nite em Sincerely to our Church, We are ready to Sacrifice *em 
to their Scruples, if we can't upon an Amicable Diſcuſſion of 
'em Satisfie thoſe Scruples. But let em then State their Demands, 
and give us Demonſtration, that it is neither an Illuſion (as the 
Savoy Conference about ſuch an Union, ſoon after the Reſtoration 
was) nor the Preſumption of private Perſons without the Au- 
thority of the Body in Geneml to which they retain. 

We are not (as we are by ill Men repreſented) ſuch Stiff De- : 


fenders of any Form, or thing not Eſſential, as to ſuffer a Schiſm © vs of 


in the Church for em, if we cou'd Remedy it; and tho' we are ohe Chuck 


Senſible, that there is more Humor and Deſign,than Real Conſcien- of E---d. 
cious Exception, in the Objections to our moſt Excellent Liturgy; 
yet we had rather (if it can't be otherwiſe) bear ſome Deformity 
in the Outward Face of our Worſhip, than that the Church of Chriſt 
ſhould Really be Diſmember'd. For this We have- not only the 
Warrant of our own Judgments, but of the Whole Church in that 
Incomparable Preface to the Book of Common Prayer, drawn up by 
the moſt Learned of our Prelates and Divines,andApprov®d by the 
hole Cleroy of Both Provinces, Aſſembled in Convecation.The Senſe 
of thech--ch is thus Expreſsd in that Preface. It hath been theWiſdom 
of the Church of E,---d ever ſince the firſt Compiling of her Publick Li- 
turgy, to keep the Mean between the two Extreams,oj too muchStiffneſs in 
refuſing, and too much Eaſineſs in admitting any Variation [rom it. For as 
on the one ſide Common Experience TY » that where a Change e. 
8 2 een 


Moderate 


Men chal. 


jeng d to 
explain 


. 


been made of things adviſedly eſtabliſh'd (no evident Neceſſity ſo requir- 
ing) ſandry Inconveniences have thereupon enſued ;, and thoſe, many 
times more and greater than the Evils, that were intended to be reme- 
died by ſuch Change. So on the other ſide, the Particular Forms o, 
Divine Worſhip , and the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be uſed. 
therein, being Things in their own Nature indifferent, and. alterable, 
and ſo acknowledged ; it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty and im- 
portant Conſiderations, according to the various Exigencies of the Times 
and Occaſions, ſuch Changes and Alteraticns ſhowd be made therein, as 
to thoſe, that are in Place of Authority, ſhould from time to time ſeem 
Neceſſary or Expedient. Let em therefore ſhew to the Right Reverend 
Fathers of the Church, and thoſe that are in Authority, what Al- 
rerations they deſire,and the Evident Neceſſity or Expediency of ſuch Al- 
terations, and no doubt hut they will meet with 4 cheerful compliance. 
from em. But if they are neither able to ſhew the Neceſſity or 
Bxpediency requir'd , nor willing to-expreſs Clearly and Fully, 
what they wou'd have; let 'em be at leaſt ſo juſt as to ceaſe their 
Cauſeleſs Clamour : for we have gone as far as in Prudence or 
Conſcience we ought, without farther evident Neceſlity. 

But before we diſmiſs quite theConſideration of the Deſires or 
Deſigns of the Diſſenters, We challenge the pretended Moderate 
Men their Advocates to explain to Us what fort of Moderation 


theirmean- they require of Us, and to ſhew Us their own. We don't Perſe- 


Ing. 


n 


cute the Diſſenters, nor deſire that they ever ſhould be Perſecuted. 
We have very willingly bound up our own Hands from doing 
that, to which our Hearts are as Averſe as the moſt Moderare. 
Men of em all. We have perpetuated the Toleration to the Diſſen- 
ters, and are ready to joyn it at any time to what farther Securi- 
ty we ſhall ask for our Selves. We are Ambitious of, and have 
demanded nothing but what we have a Right, to a Perpetuation 
of our Settlement, which, we have reaſon to think, has been a 
long time deſign'd againſt. What can be more Moderate than fuch 
an Equitable Deſire ? But if under the Fallacious Name of Mode- 
ration, they wou'd have us treacherouſly abandon all Care and So- 
licitude for the Security of the Church, they do by their Falſe 

Moderation awaken Us and excite our Vigilance. For they give 
Us juſt Reaſon to Suſpect, that they have Confederated with our 


| e are in the Plot againſt Us, as in Effect We ſee they are 


y the Oppoſition, which, in Conjunction with them, they make to 
Us on all Occaſions. But whether Ignorance or Treachery has led 
em into theſe Meaſures, their Obſtinacy or Repentance will . 

| t 
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| It will be hard for 'em to perſwade us that we are in no Danger, _ cargy 
matter of 


a | Argument 
for Number or Power, compared with the Fanaticks,who are equal- and Cauts- 


ly Inveterate Enemies of the Church, and more of Monarchial Go- n againſt 
vernment: Nor want we Proof of this, we need only to look in- 


while they preſs us every Seſſion of Parliament with their Appre- 
henſions of the Papiſts , who, tho? our Enemies, are Inconſiderable 


to their Wr:tings, or caſt an Eye back upon what they did here 
to Both Church and State, or forward to what they do at this In- 
ſtant to the Church in Sc d. If therefore a handful of D:/- 
arm'd, DifabPd Men he fo Terrible, upon the ſcore of their Diſaf- 


fection, only to require more and more Severe Laws to Curbꝰ em: 


What Reaſons have we not to Fear thoſe, who being at leaſt as 
well Arm'd as our Selves, are mixt among us, and lodg'd, as it 
were, in our Boſoms, and appear powerful enough to Rival, nay 
even to turn us out of the Civil Adminiſtration, and to procure 
Laws to be made in their own Favour, and to hinder any from 
Paſſing in ours? We have had too diſmal Experience of their Ten- 
derneſs for us, when they got us down, to truſt to their Mercy. 
And the Arming of Sc -, our Enemies, by antient Averſion, 


and at this time by pretended freſh Provocation, with whom our 


Fanaticks have morethan once heretofore join'd, nay have indeed 
call'dꝰ em into our Deſtruition, ſeems to threaten ſuch another 
Juncture, and gives but too lively an Apprehenſion of our pre- 
ſent Condition, and does, as it were, bid every Honeſt Engliſnman 


be upon his Guard, eſpecially the churchmen, who muſt expect no 
Quarter. 


For theſe Evils, ſo much to be fear'd, we have little hope of , 


Remedy, but from the Aſured Goodneſs and Aſfection of the Queen, 


Parliament. But if the M 
the Qn, as M 


4 only 


; Hope at 
for her Church, or the Wiſdom and Hearty Reſolution of the Next preſent in 


rs ſhou'd Miſmform and Miſlead the Qu 


: 8 . and next 
rs have ſometimes the Opportunity of doing, Parlia- 


by very Wiſe and Good Princes: And if they ſhou'd violently nen- 


meddle with Elections, and preſume ſo far as to Cloſet, and 
make new Regulations, What might the Reſult of theſe Things be ? 


If theſe Practices ſhou'd have the deſir'd Influence, and produce a 


Corrupt P nt? Might not the Q—n want the Power, 
when ſhe had the Will to rectify theſe Abuſes ? But ſuppoſe with 
he utmoſt Struggle ſuch a Majority ſhou'd be Choſen as wou'd not 


be Debauch d, nor Sell Themſelves or their Poſterity for Slaves 


to any M r; How ſhall they be aſſur'd, that they ſhall 
not be Sold by Others Three Tears hence? Since the _—_ - 
pe ach- 


of the Com- 
monsinſult 


| 
| 
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| Impeachments, and other Proſecutions of Mrs for Public 


Miſdemeanours, has been taken away, the People are the Sheep, the 
Aſſes (or what they pleaſe to make em) of Great Men; they 
may Fleece, or Ride, or Slay, or what elſe they pleaſe to do with 


us, Impune. Inferiour Courts dare not meddle with em, and they 


can bring Themſelves before Themſelves, and then all the reaſon in 


the World that they ſhouw'd Acquir Themſelves,and who dare queſti- 


on their Judicature, a Thing fo Sacred that it muſt not be Touch d? 


Kights and But the Rights and Priviledges of all the commons of England are 


Trifles, that every Cobler, every Fellow that takes Alms of the Pa. 
riſh, may call in Queſtion coram non Fudice ; when he, or the Per- 
ſon that ſupports the Suit of the Cobler, pleaſes: Suppoſe then 
that any Lord ſhow'd order a Dozer, or a Score of his Tenants, to 
o and Vote in any Corporation where they have no Right; If the 
ayor or | Conſtable, or whoever. takes the Poll, admits their 


Votes, there is One, and perhaps Two Wrong Members return'd to 


Parliament; and where ſhall the Electors, who have had the Uſe 
and End of their Right of Election taken from 'em by Intruders, 
and a Timerous Officer have Redreſs, and procure themſelves to 
be Rightly Repreſented ? Shall they have it in Weſtminſter-Hall, or 
in the Houſe of L>— as ? No, they profeſs they have nothing 
to do to Determin concerning the Right of Elections: But here is 
a Falſe Return made, and who ſhall Fudge and give Redreſs, is the 
Queſtion. Why, tis confeſt of all Hands, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhall, as the only proper Judges. How ſhall they Determine 
concerning the Election, without judgingSovereignty concerning this 
Right of the Electors ? If they can't do that, they are liable to have 
their FudamentsReversd,and to have Members forc'd upon 'em. For 
the Dueneſs of an Election follows the Right of the Elettors; and by 
the ſame Method that Two may be forc'd upon em, Two Hundred 
may, .or indeed Five Hundred and Thirteen. | | 
But let us ſuppoſe that the Mayor or Conſtable does his Duty, 
like an Honeſt, Couragious Man, and reſuſes to take their Poll; 


and the Lord in his Pride and Wrath orders em every one to 
their F ee- bring a ſeveral Action againſt that MAayor or Conſtable, and bears 
dom ariſing them out in it at his own E xpence the 724g Cs bring this.to Tryal, 
therefron. and do 7uſtice: thereupon, and declare the Pl:intiff had no Right 


to Poll; yet what KReparation to the Poor Man, who has born the 

Charge of Twenty Suites? Does our Law give ſufficient Damages 

in ſuch YVexatious Suites? No, but the Lord cauſes them to bring 
Writs of Error, and gets theFudgments ofWeſtminſter-HallReversd, 
| and 


F 


and Great Damages given to the Appellants; then here is an Hane . 
Man Ruin'd for doing his Duty. Will not this make All Men, | 5 
Free- Holders or Free- Men, of what Country or Corporation they | | 
ſhall pleaſe to take a Liberty with their Conſciences in? *Tis no 

Anſwer to ſay that the Lords are not capable of ſuch manifeſt | 
Injuſtice; t was rightly ſaid, That they that may do Right, may do | 
Wrong z and when Men violergly Thru# themſelvesinto the Fudp- | 
ment of a Cauſe, *tis ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected that the meer Love E 
of Impartial Fuſtice was not their only Motive. _ 

We do not ſay that this is exactly the Caſe of the conſtables of Ayicshu- 1 
Aylesbury, for the late Consfables of Aylesbury have as yet had but f Caſe. 4 
Six ſeveral Actions brought againſt 'em, and of theſe but Ore has | 
been brought to Judgment in WeitminFter- Hall, and from thence 
remov'd by Writ of Error into the Houſe of L d; and the | 
Jud ment thereupon Revers d, and Great Damages (far beyond what (| 
the Appellant was ever thought worth) given to the Appellant ; | 
nor has any Noble Lord own'd that the Plaintiff are his Tenants 
or Servants, or directly and expreſſy avow'd that they Sue by his 
Order, and at his Charges. For tho? a * Noble Lord did tell ſome 
of us at a Free Conference, That he knew a great deal of the Matter, Id 
perhaps he might not mean of the contrivance and charges of theſe Wh. tu. 
Suites: For tis poſſible, theſe Men being extream Poor, were there- 
fore reſolv'd to YVindicate their pretended Right at an Expence, 

which they knew themſelves far Vnable to bear; and that know- 
ing by their Great Acquaintance in Weſtminſter-Hall, and a Superior 
court from ſome Suites of his Own, what a Strenuous Aſſertor of o- 
ther Mens Rights that Noble P——r was, they might preſume 
upon his Support without his Privity, in a Caſe ſo full of Precedents. 

The Rank, Education, and Other Circumſtances of the * Plain- * Inbabi- - 
riffs, incline us to think they might diſpence with the Ceremony 14's of 
of Writing, a Thing Perſons of their Quality are ſeldom good at 3 
and that their preſent Familiarity with that Noble Ia, their Jom waſts 
Intereſt in lim, and his Knowleage of them and their Caſe, may that receiv- 
proceed from a Natural Inſtinct, a Generous Sympathy between Great ed Alms. 
Souls without any Information. Nay and *tis poſſible, we ſay poſ- 
lible , that his I ps Agent, Mr. c, might without 

any Warrant or Order from his L——p , Pay for their Lodginss 
in Newgate de Proprio, only in Maintenance of their Cauſe, or for 
ſome Extraordinary Graces and Charms he (after his L as 
great Example) met with 1n their Perſons and Converſations: But 
if the Lawyers too, a Race of Men, generally un all 
arms 


N 


* n EW —_—— = RO ISS” 8 Q 4 3 
* : . c * 
"cM _— 5 * 
' 
* 
0 5 
* 
4 2 % 


Charms but thoſe of Money ;, we ſay, if theſe Men, Impregnable to 
Grace, ſhou'd have been [ſpir'd with the ſame Generous Sentiments, 
and ſhaking off the Mercenary Love of Filthy Lucre, have reſolv'd 
without Fees, Right or Wrong ; and in Spite of Law, Reaſon or 
Pay ut, to Maintain the Pretenſions of theſe Bewitching Men, 
and the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Borough, notwithſtanding to 
make *em Free Burghers of Aylesbury, the Caſe would be full of 
Wonder and Aftoniſhment. But O Graceleſs, Obdurate Houſe of 
C ns, that didſt not Melt like Wax before the Fire, at the 
approach of ſuch Wonder-working Men to this City; as cou'd ſo 
Soften a Noble L———4d, not fam'd for Softneſs, and Four Famous 
Lawyers as Hard as Hlints. O Happy Aylesbury, whoſe very Re- 
Fuge is ſo Surprizing, what muſt thy Chief Burghers be, when ſuch 
Alluring Perſons are Paſsd away from thy Pariſhes! = 
* Zardſhigs But if all this ſhou'd not Spring from meer Inſpiration and Rap- 
that may a- ture, (but as it does ſometimes in Human Affairs) from Foul Pra- 
riſe upon ctice, Confederacy, and Cylluſion „and if theſe Men neither Sue for 
_ * _— their own Sakes, nor with their own Mone), but are prompted 
officers and ſupported by ſomeGreat perſon, who is reſolv'd to Command 
t aking the that Borough, or perhaps to break a Way thro' the H ſe of 
Poll at E- L—ds into the H ſe of C ns; then the Real Caſe 
tettions. of the Conſtables of Aylesbury may very far exceed the foregoing 
ſuppos'd Caſe in Hardſhip,and theſe Six Actions may be but theFore- 
runners of Six-Score more. At this Rate the moſt Subſtantial May- 
or or Officer, concern'd in taking the Poll at any Place, may be 
Ruin'd by the Falſe Actions of Beggars; againſt whom he can 
have no Remedy, but that which the proverb aſſigns him. This 
is downright breaking the Fences of Freehold, and levelling the 
Man of Property and Privilege, with him that hath Neither; for 
what Officer will dare to Refuſe a Vote, tho' he ſhou'd know that 
the Perſon who offers it has no Right, and is a Beggar; when he 
knows that ke may be Sued, and tho' he ſhow'd Nonſuit the Plain- 
ti, can recover no Coſts of him who is not worth a Groat. Beg- 
gars, on the other hand, will be ready at all times to Preſent 
themſelves at Elections as Purſe-Proud buſy Men ſhall Direct; and 
to lend their Names to Vexations Suites, that by being the [aſtru- 
ments of their Ambition or Revenge, they may entitle themſelves 
to their Encouragement and Support: But the Privilege of the Pco- 
ple as Free-Holders, Citizens, Free-Burghers ;, and Inhabitants of 
Counties, Cities, Towns-Corporate, and Boroughs, vaniſhes under a 
Promiſcuous Vſerpation, and the Houſe of C.- will be ſill'd 
fea, With 


with the Repreſent atives of Vaſſals, Beggars, and Vagaboxds, inſtead 

of thoſe of the People, which puts an End at once to Free Parlia- 

ments; which take their Name and Eſſence from the Freedom and 

independency of the Electors, who have upon that ſcore only, a 

Right to ſend Repreſentatives to Parliament. nA 

_ He, that takes away the Privileges that diſtinguiſh between a ge 

Vaſſal or Slave, and a Freeman, takes away Freedom it ſelf, irs /e1/ 

which conſiſts in the Sovereign or unreſtrained Exerciſe of certain /mpzir'd 

Privileges, of which that of being bound only by Laws of our %% . | 

own making is the Greateſt, and the very Foundation of all * | 

reſt. This we Exerciſe by our Repreſentatives, and by them | 

only, it being Impracticable for the Collective Body of the Peo- | 
le ro Aſſemble and Exerciſe in their own Perſons, the Powers | 

which they delegate, becauſe of the Greatneſs of the Nation. | 

But if the Nature of the Repreſentation be alter'd and im- | 

pair'd, then our Liberty which ſubſiſts in it is impair'd like- | 


wiſe. If the Liberty of our Repreſentatives be Invzded, the 

Liberties of Us by whom they are ſent as Plenipotentiaries, to 

Tranſact for Us as Fully as if We vere in our own Perſons pre- 

ſent, are therein Invaded. For what they Do is our Ad, and 

what is done to Them is done to Us: What Powers they have were 
given by Us, and what is taken from them is taken from Us, 

who can Exerciſe our Power in General no other way. If 
then any Privileges of the Houſe of Commons have been 

Invaded, the Privileges of all the People have been Invaded. 

and conſequently their Liberties. For in the Exerciſe of Privi- 
lege, which ſignifies an Exemption from Foreign Juriſdiction in 

thoſe Matters for which Privilege is Pleadable, conſiſts our Liber- 

ty. So that Privilege is nothing elſe but that Reſerve of Liberty, 

which we have not ſubmitted to the Dominion of any thing but 

our own Reaſon. This is to be underſtood of the General and 

Common Privileges of the Whole People, and not of any Separate 

or Perſonal Privileges of Particular Societies or Men, which be- 

ing founded on Conceſſions or Grants, are limited by the Condi- 

tions expreſt in thoſe Grants from whence they are derived. 

Of theſe Privileges, as being the Remains of Natural Liberty, jp, p,: 
and the only Pledges of Civil, the Body to which they appertain, vilege i, 
are and can only be the Keepers or Judges, which in this Caſe are and in 

Terms Synonimous. For whenſoever they ſhall Truſt the Keeping we 
or Judgments of em to any others whomſoever, they ceaſe to be, Ve 
and with 'em the Liberty of that People or Body is gone, and 

they become Alieni Juris, Subject to the Dominion of others, 
even in the Maker oftheir —_ For He, that hath a W to 
judge 
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judge Sovereignty in any Matter, that is, to cauſe his judgment 
to te receiv'd without Appeal, is the Abſolute Diſpoſer of that 
Matter: He can allow or diſallow it, it continues or ceaſes at 
his Pleaſure. If therefore ſuch Sovereign ſhall permit to any: 
People the Uſe of ſuch Abſolute Privileges, whatever they may 
| ſeem to be in the Exerciſe of *em, they loſe their Name, and 
dwindle into meer Courteſies, Temporary Conceſſions, which 
have but a Precarious Being, and are Revocable at the Will and 
Pleaſure of ſuch Supreme Judge. e 
Priviteges . If this had been rightly Conſider'd, it might have ſhorten'd 
of 3H the Diſpute between the Lord and Commons about the Aylesbury 
Aſerted. * Men's Wits of Error very much, and might put an End to the 
Senſeleſs Clamour of ſome Bawling Fellows that ſtill make a Vil- 
lainous Noiſe about it. For to judge Solely and Sovereignly of 
all Matters touching Elections, appears Indiſputably to be the 
Privilege of the H ſe of C ns, as well by the Confeſſion 
of the L-—4s themſelves in this very Diſpute, as from the very 
Nature of ſuch Privileges already laid down from the Statute 
Law, and from the uninterrupted Courſe of the Practice of P--r- 
I---nt. Now if that be a Privilege of the H ſe of C ns, 
they, and they only ought to judge when that Privilege is broken. 
For he that his Judgment can limit or retrench it, may by the very 
ſame Authority make it no Privilege at all. For if the H—ſe 
of C ns does Commit for Breach of Privilege, and the H— ſe of 
1 s by aWrit of Error takes this Commitment into judgment 
before them, and Judges that the Perſon ſo Committed ſhall have 
a Habeas Corpis; if the Commons Submit to this Judgment of the 
Lords, What does their Privilege or Power of Commitment for 
the Breach of it ſignify more than the Houſe of Lords, pleaſes, 
except It be to give the Lords a ſort of Authority over 'em, to 
which, but for their Privilege, the Lords cou'd make no Pretence ? 
So that from the Privilege of the Commons this Abſurdity wou'd 
follow, that meerly by their reſerv'd Liberty, they would become 
Subject to the Lords. Their Privileges(if the Lords muſt be Judges of 
em) inſtead of being a Reſerve of their Natural, and Pledges of 
their CivilLiberty, wou'd be aSnareto'em,and Hamper em perpe- 
tually with the juriſdiction of the Lords,who,according to the Hu- 
mour they are now in, wou'd probably give it ſufficient Exerciſe. 
Privilege If the Privileges of the Commons of England had ſprung original- 
receives ly from the Grace and Bounty of the Lords; if they had no other 
_—_— Foundation than their Conceſſion, the Lords might with ſome co- 
5 d only Jour of Reaſon pretend to Limit the Exerciſe of em: For it looks 
zbat give at leaſt like a reaſonable Plea , that they who Grant any Thing, 
it Being. | | | ſhould 
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ſhould in all Diſputes about it, be Judges of the Extent and Mean. 


ing of their own Grant; but the Reverſe of this is certain (and 
it ſhall be made our at large, if the Zords Challenge it) That 
theſe Privileges kad a Being long before the Race of Lords exiſted, 
and that Lords are the Creatures of thoſe that own'd theſe Privi- 
leces, We were told by ſome of the Lords at the Free Conference 
on this Subject, that Argring from Conſequences was Impertinent, if 
it was the Law, it ſhou d be the Law, let the Conſequence be what it 
word ; of which we can make no other Conſtruction, than that 
they did Declare (as it were in the Name of all the Lords) that 
whatever Power they cou'd get over Us, they wou'd keep, be it 
never ſo Unreaſonable or Grievous But then why did they not 
ſhew us the Law that gives em the Power over our Privileges, 
which they pretended to in this Inſtance? A Learned Manager 
for the Commons enumerated the ſeveral Species of Law in Uſe in | | 
England, and Challeng'd *em to ſhew which of 'em favour'd their | 
Pretenſions, and demonſtrated, that the Power they pretended to | | 
wou'd Deſtroy *em All. But ſince we are not to Talk of Conſequences, 

we will reſpit that Head till Anon, and only deſire to know 
how the Law comes to be on their Side; at the Conference they 

did not vouchſaſe Vs either Law, Precedents, or Reaſon, and we 

cou'd find no ſign that the Lam was on their Side, but their own 

IWords for it. | | | 

There is no Priviledge of Parliament ſo expreſly provided for by Some Pri- 

Att of Parliament, as the ſole Determination of all Matters relating! 3 
to Elections in the Houſe of Commons. This particular Care was 56 ah 
not taken, becauſe that Priviledge was thought more Diſput able than preſs Laws, 
any of the reſt, for it was never attempted upon till now; nor others not. 
becauſe the Privileges of the Commons were not thought as Secure 

without an Act of Parliament as with it: For it ſtands upon the 

ſame Foot with the Authority of Parliament it Self, and is part of 

the Original Contract, if there be any; but it was expreſt in au 

Ad (as the Privilege of the Perſons of Members for the ſame Rea- 

ſon) that Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Conſtables, and who are u- 

ſually no very Nice Fudges of the Privileges of Parliament, yet 

have a great deal to do with Elections for Parliament out of the 

time of Seſſion, might exactly know their Duty, and preſume no 
farther : The Act therefore does not create any New Privilege to 

the Commons, or give any greater Force than the Old One had, 

but Recognizes and Publiſnes it only to the whole Nation, that 

they whom it concerns may take Notice. 

If the Conſtables of Aylesbury had refus'd to take the Poll of 
any Perſons, who had a Right to ds they ought to have Com- 
2 


plain'd 


; 
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| Specific plain'd to the Houſe of Commons, who cou'd have given their 
— =» pn Votes their due Force by allowing 'em there; and could have 
the H--ſe expell'd the Sitting Members, if for want of their Votes, a falſe 
of C—ns, Return had been made. This had been a SpecifickRemedy,and had 
end no ſettled their Right for the Future. But this neither Meſtminſter- 
where elſe. Fall, nor the Houſe of Lords cou'd pretend to give *em. What then 
did they go thither for? Why for Damages! Damages for what? 
Did they loſe the Sale of their Votes ? Or did the Purchaſer 
come upon em to Oblige em to Refund? We wou'd be glad that 
their Great Friend, who profeſſes ſo frankly to know ſo much of 
the Matter, wou'd be pleas'd to open a little of that Myſtery to 
Us; for we are apt to think that it was the Purchaſer who Sued 
for his Bargaiv, and that very little wou'd have been given for 
ſuch Votes, if it had not been to create a Diſpute that might o- 
pen a Gap in the privileges of the Commons, and let in the Juriſ- 
diction of the Lords upon em. But why did they not bring their 
Complaint into the Houſe of Commons? Can any other Reaſon 
be given than theſe ? Either that they doubted their Cauſe, and 
therefore would not truſt it, where, upon a Full Hearing, it might 
be difniſt with the Complement of being Groundleſs, Frivolous ind 
Vexatious ; or that the Method was not like to be Grievous enough | 
to the Conſtables, or (which we are upon Good Grounds ſatisficd 
was the Main Reaſon) that it did not expoſe the Privileges of the 
Commons to the Judicature of the Lords. What deep Srarc/mer 
wou'd theſe Aylesbury Men have made, if they had been taught 

to Read and Write |! 1 

conß quer- The Plor however was well laid, for if the Houſe of Commons 
es of tbe had not ſtopt their Career by Adverting upon *em, the Lords had 
Aylesbu- gone roundly on to Fudge of the Merits of Election, and ſo to 
ry Anempt have brought the Houſe of Commons, which Co-ordinate to them, 
to have been Subject, and as they did Advert it, gave the Faction 
an Opportunity of Clamouring againſt the Houſe of Commons, as Ar- 
bitrary and Oppreſſive, and the Lords to ſetup for Patriots, Aſſertors of 
the Liberties of the People. The Commons committed the Aylesbury 
Men, and their Agents, and the Lords pretended to Diſcharge em 
from that Commitment by a Writ of Habeas Corpus, upon a Writ 
of Error; but the Commons denied the Juriſdiction of the Lords 
in this Caſe, and refugd to part with their Priſoners. This, a 
Clamorous Faction (who in our Memories were for reſolving all 
Civil Power into the Authority of the Houſe) of Commons, as the 
Repreſentatives of the People, becauſe the Faction fancied they had 
then a more particular Intereſt in that Houfe ; now the Majority 
is better Principl'd and Diſpos'd towards Eſtabliſument, call Arbi- 


frary, 
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vary legal, and Oppreſſive Proceedings. If it were really fo, the. 4; 
22735 of all — Pow be filent on that Head, becauſe they | 
have been the moſt Notorious of all Men living, for Stretching the 

Prerog ative of the Houſe even beyond its due Bounds : So that if 

from their paſt and preſent Prattice compar'd, we are to form any 

Concluſion concerning the Power of the Commons in Parliament, 

it can be this only, That 4 Mig Houſe, whether of Commons or 

Lords, has all the Power of the Nation committed to *em, and is Ab- 

ſolute and Uncontroulable; but a Houſe of Monarchical Church Princi- 

ples has none at all, nor can exerciſe any Power or Privilege, but asthe , 

other Houſe (if it happens to Whig enough) pleaſes to permit. 

This, as abſurd as it ſeems, is the Rule of all their Pra- Preſent 
fice, and the Aim and End of all their Libeller's Pamphlets, Marins 
tho' they dare not be ſo Ingenuous, as to tell the World ſo in plain — of 
Familiar Language. And were We at Leiſure to trace their Foot- Whigs 
ſteps, We might prove it hy a thouſand Inſtances. Btt tho? nei- contradi- 
ther this Great Whis Maxim, nor their Practice be juſtifiable, yet oy 10 
ſhou'd we tread in their Steps, no Whis that has not a Face of elf for- 
Braſs, cou'd Reproach us for it. But as We deteſt the Examples 
of their Faction, ſo we Scorn to juſtifie our ſelves only by an 
Argumentum ad Hominem, and think a Recrimination a juſt De- 
fence. Tho? we can't but obſerve what Baſe Recreants theſe Mo- 
dern Whigs are,who;to ſet up their New Patrons, and ſerve a pre- 
ſent Turn, Recant all their old Principles, and Condemn all that 
their Predeceſſors or Themſelves have done for theſe Three or Four 
Score Years, not excepting what was juſtifiable, and according 
to their Strict Duty. But whether the Whigs had ever Defend 
ed the Privileges, and Power of a Houſe of Commons, it was : 
certainly the Duty of as many of 'em, as have had the Honour 
to ſet in that Houſe, to do it, otherwiſe they were guilty of a 
Breach of the Truſt: committed to *em. 

Yet how they ſhou'd be able to Defend the Rights of the Com- gb ſup- 
mons of Enaland, who ſend *em up to Parliament for that Purpoſe, 27 _ 
unleſs they have a Power to puniſh any Invaſions upon 'em, and, 4% 4 
open Affronts to their Authority, is a Riddle, that it wou'd puz- ir. 

ile Oedipus to reſolve. Data facultate dat ur jus facultatem tuendi, is 

the Foundation of all the Law in theWorld. For what does Pro- 

perty ſignify if we have no Power to defend that Property? Be- 

cauſe in theState of Nature, Men were frequently unable to with- 

ſtand ſingly the Violence of Invaders; Civil Government was in- 

vented, and Magiſtrates created, to terminate Differences among 

one another, and by Joynt-Force to Repel and Puniſh that Vio- 

lence, which ſeparately they were not able to reſiſt. But it is not 
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to be ſuppos'd, that when they ſubmitted to Rules (which are 

call'd Laws) by which, for the Eaſe of the Communities, and the 

_ facilitating of Juſtice,the Magiſtrates were empower'd to protect 

the Individuals from the Inſults of one another, that they left the 

| Groſs of the Community naked and open to the Inſults of Parti- 

culars. No! Bat either they committed it to the Care and pro- 

tection of the Magiſtrate, by which the Magiſtrate became Abſo- 

lute Monarch, unleſs they did reſerve a Power of Controuling 

him in the Execution of his Office, and then the Sovereignty re- 
main'd ſtill in the People. | 

Excellency Our Conſtitution is of a Nature partaking of both theſe kinds, 

of our Con- and therefore rightly calld a limited mix'd Monarchy, wherein 

ſtitution. Stated Rules of Government are contriv'd by the People, and re- 

ceive their SanQion from the King, but the Execution of 'em is 

left to him, who acting all things by his Miniſters, is therefore not 

accountable himſelf to any Power in the Nation, nor Puniſhable 

in his own Perſon (which is Sacred )for any Miſgovernment ; but 

his Miniſters, who are the Immediate Ageiits, altho' Acting by 


his Commands, are Reſponſable to the People, and Puniſhahle if 


they exceed the Commiſſion given *em, in the Law. But if the 
Commons arenot able to Vindicate Themſelves and their own Au- 
thorityfrom theRudelnſults and Attempts oftheMeaneſt of their 
own Body, How fhall they pretend to Protect themſelves from 
the Oppreſlion of the Miniſters, who uſually are of another Body, 
and part ofanother Eſtate(or have Intereſt enough at Court to get 
themſelves remov'd into it, whenever they find the Wind in 

their Teeth) over which the Commons claim no ſuriſdiction? 
commons On the other hand the Lords themſelves confeſs, and it would 
bes fr, the he as Dangerous as Rediculous to deny it, that the Commons are 


Hates and One of the Three Eſtates of the Realm; a third part of the Sove- 


then Teign Legiſlative Power, and as ſuch have Rights and Privileges Abſo- 


Na bis nei- lute and Independent of the other two, as the other two have of 
ther preca- them, which ſeparate Rights, neither do nor ought to Interfere 
%% #07 with cach other. But it is abſurd to confeſs all this, and yet to 


; 97 1 pretend, that the Violation of the Rights and Privileges of any one 


ther, of the Eſtates ſhall be ſubmitted to the Judgment of Another. Fur 


that Submiſſion creates a Dependance and Subjection for thoſe 
Rights. It is yet more Abſurd to imagine, that the commons ſhou'd 
Reſerve to themſelves certain Rights and Priviledges on the Full 

and Free Exerciſe of which depends all their Liberty, and yet 

| ſhou'd leave that Exerciſe precarious, and at the Mercy of the 
other Eſtates. Yet ſoit is, if either the Queen's Courts, or the 
Lords, may judge deciſively of the Violation of em. - 
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To avoid this Ab furdity (as the Commons have in their Argu- * 
ments at the Free Conference rightly obſervd) the Lords have the Gonfe- 
had recourſe to a Diſtinction without Difference between the Me- rexce with 
rits of the Election and the Right of the Ele&ors, as if one did not ou Diffe- 
neceſſarily flow from t other. To avoid any unneceſſary Diſpute 7*7<- 
about the Fudicature of the Lords, which theſe late Attempts have 

given occaſion to look more nearly into than had otherwiſe been 

done: We will allow that there are many Caſes which may draw 

any or every Commoner under the Judgment of their Lordſhips, 

and we deſire, however Unkind they have been to Us, that their Ju- 

dicature may be preſerv'd to *em entire, and in its juſt extent: 

But We deny that the Right of any Commoner, qua Eleor, Is up- 

on any Pretence whatſoever, ſubject to the Judgment of the Lords, 

or the Crown; becauſe the Judgment of ſuch Rights does virtually 
include a Judgment of the Merits of Elections, and creates ſuch a 
Dependance as formally overthrows the Liberties of all the Com- 

mons of England. 

As upon thereſerving the Judgment of theſe Rights depends the away 
Preſervation of em, ſo the Puniſhing of all Invaſions of em, as a jj. Judges 
Branch of that Judicature belongs to the Commons only; nor can the a: he 
Houſe depart from ĩt without Berraying the Liberties of thoſe whom Lerds. 
they Repreſent : Nor can we ſee where lies theDanger of Oppreſſion 
from this Power of the Commons, nor why they may not as well 
be truſted with the Perſonal Liberty of their Principals, as the 
Lords, or any Court whatſoever ; but on the contrary there are 
many Reaſons that ſhew 'em to be fitted for that Truſt, beyond the 
Lords, or any Court whatſoever. Firſt, becauſe they are but Com- 
moners, and Themſelves by the ſame Anthority, and for the ſame 
Reaſons, expos'd to any Hardſhips,which the Lords in many Points 
are not; and conſequently, having no Apprehenſion of being 
reach'd by their om iPrecedent, not likely to be ſo Tender. Secondly, 

They are choſen by the People, and derive their Autherity from their 
Choice, which no doubt but moſt of em Reſent as a Great Obligation. 
And Laſtly, (not to multiply Arguments in a plain Caſe) theit 
Authority is of but ſhort Duration, but of Three Tears at moſt, and 
their Elections Precarious, which obliges em to behave themſelves 
with abundance of Circumſpection and Deference to their Electers, 
if they expect to ſerve any more in that Capacity; none of which 
Inducements to Jenderneſ are to be found among the Lords, who 
have Perſonal Priviledges for ſurpaſſing thoſe of the Commons as 
well in Extent as Duration; who Repreſeat only Themſelves, and 
are a Perpetual, Immutable Body, not liable to be put out of Au- 
thority for any Abuſe of their Power; and laſtly, who are man y 
8 0 
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of 'em Tainted with the common Diſeaſe of Human Grandeur, 
--and apt to think themſelves of a Nature, as well as Order, ex- 
alted above the Commoners, and therefore to Treat *em Super- 
ciliouſly, and to exact more Reſpect than they are willing to re- 
turn. Which way theſe Things operate, We may ſee by the Con- 
tempt wherewith divers of 'em now Treat Us, who of the moſt ſtiff 
Aſſertors of our Power, while they were choſen by, and fare a- 
mong Us, are become the haughtieſt Oppugners of it, even in 
the moſt indiſputable Branches; and to let Us ſee how ill Souls, 
not truly Noble, bear Advancement, we meet with more Can- 
dour and Regard from the Aatient Nobility , than from many 
of thoſe who have been but lately taken from among. Us. 
Commons But all theſe Con ſiderations, how operative ſoever,notwithſtand- 
bound in ing if any Commoners will be ſo Fool-hardily, We may ſay Traiter- 
arty 10 ouſly to themſelves, Mutinous, and endeavour to ſubvert their oma 


commit for . , 9-6 
Inſults o Power in that of their Repreſentatives, it is no wander to ſee 'em 


on their committed by 'em for it. The Duty of their Truſt oblig'd *em 


Rights or to it, to deter others from the like Attempts, and they had been 
Authorize anworthy of it, if their Tameneſs had betray'd it to more ſuch 
Aſſaults. The Forbearance in the firſt Attack of Aſhby, was a 
Fault that drew after it the reſt, and is ſcarce ſuſſiciently repair'd 

by their Courage and Vigilance ſince : Nor is it any more to be 
wonder'd at to ſee ſome Lords eſpouſe their Quarrel, and under 
Pretence of Publick Spirit and Care of the Liberties of the Peo- 

ple, to Stalk by theſe Fellows to Arbitrary Power, to which no- 

thing, is ſo great a Bar as the Power of the Houſe of Commons, 

which therefore muſt be depreſt by thoſe that aim at it. 

We are not unaware for what Ends and by whom this Suit 


Deſign 6 . . . 
. gn of was carried on, which theſe Beggars lend their Names to; But 


sburyqu ſuch Fellows, who have no Property of their own to Secure, are 
the fitteſt to be employ'd to break down theFences of other Men's, 
had they had never ſo legal Votes, their Cauſe might haveStarv'd, 
and themſelves have Rotted in Goal, e'er there had been ſuch 
Struggling for their Liberty , if the Privilege of Commons, 
the Right of Elections, and the Commitments of. the Houſe had 
not been ſtruck at by it. Cou'd they have prevail'd and render'd 
Commitments by the Commons for Breach of Privilege, Subject 
to their Judgments. Such is the Corruption and Degeneracy of 
this Age, that they might have had Volunteers enow of a certain 
Faction to have Affronted and Inſulted the Authority of that Houſe, 
with hopes of Impunity. For this the Habeas Corpus Act was ſo 
iuſiſted upon by thoſe who knew, that v Court of England wou d 


allow it in a Cafe of Contempt; and that which all look upon as 
, | | 20 
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as an Inſeparable Adjunc of their Authority, by Commitment to 
puniſh an Affront was denied to that Court, which knows no Su- 
perior, which was never yet Diſputed with the Loweſt. A Com- 
mitment by the Houſe of Commons being in execution of their Sen- 
tence for Puniſhment, not Tryal, there was no pretence for a Ha- 
beas Corpus, much leſs for a Writ of Error, which is an Appeal from 


the Judgment of an Inferior Court to a Superior ; which no Court, 

not the Houſe of Lords it ſelf, has yet openly pretended to be. This 
is the firſt Overt Attempt to make it ſo, while they dare not call 
it ſo, and we hope it will be the laſt ; at leaſt we look upon it to be 
our Duty to watch and reſiſt all ſuch Attempts, which if they ſuc- 
ceed, mult prove Fatal to the Liberties of the People, and by ſwal- 
lowing up theRights and Privilegesof the Commons, render *em a 
Precarious Body Dependant on the Lords, and alterable at pleaſure, 
and fo have prov'd the firſt great Step towards ſuch an Ariſtocracy, 
as ſome People ſeem to drive at, to which but Two Steps more had 
been neceſſary to accompliſh it, the pulling down the Church and 
the Crown, which God give our next Repreſentatives Courage and 
Wiſdom to preſerve. 

The laſt Houſe of Commons was ſo ſenſible of the extream dan- 25 f 
ger of the Church (and conſequently the Government it ſelf) was ,j, Fer 
in, that they prepar'd a Bill to ſecure the Ch--ch of E—4, the c- Bin, 
Moderation, Reaſonableneſs, and Neceſſity of which Bill have been why 45 
already largely ſpoken to; but the L--ds, who were either not ſo d ted. 
Apprehenſive of the Danger, or not ſo Solicitous for the Ch-ch, as 

the Commons, nad rejected it twice; and the Second time, in a way 
ſo Unparliamentary, and that had in it ſo little of the Reſpect due 
from one Eſtate to the Acts of another, which is ſo neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve a good Correſpondence between the Two. Houſes, that the 
Commons badReaſon to logk upon the manner of rejecting theirBill 
as a Declaration that there was an End of all Intention, to obſerve 
Meaſures barely Decent with 'em. It was with Difficulty that their 
Bill obtain'd one Reading, and was after that flung out imme- 
diately, with divers Scornful Speeches, reflecting both upon the 
Bill, and thoſe that ſent it up. To this Contempt within Doors, 
was added a greater Inſolence without, for a certain L—d came 
that Evening, to a Muſick MeetingErected at thePlay-Houle,by the 
Subſcriptions, of his Faction, with a Roll of Paper or Parchment 
tied up like a Bill in his hand, which in the Face of all the Audi- 
ence he threw ſcornfully upon the PublickStage,and told 'em, There 
was the Occaſional Conformity Bill for em; which was immediately 
made the Subject of the inſipid Drollery of all the Fools that ap- 
plauded that Action. The Solicitations underhand of ſome M---rs 
againſt that Bill concurring with and Encouraging theſe Infolences 
and Affronts, made the —— deſpair, that they who 7 * 1 
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ſulted em in ſo open a manner, wou d ever be brought to hear 
Reaſon any more upon that head; For if they took no Notice at all 
of theſe Inſults, they did but encourage farther Inſolencies by their 
Tameneſs, and if they reſented em as they ought, the only effect it 
cou'd have, wou'd be to exaſperate and inflamethe Animoſities that 
were already begun between 'em. On the other hand, they cou'd 
expect no Security to the Ch--ch, from the farther Deliberations of 
thoſe Men, who had already made it the Scorn and Jeſt of a publick 
Play-houſe : On the other hand, they ſaw ſome M-—rs,who had &iſ- 
ſembled Indifference hitherto,begin more openly to incline, whether 
out of Fear or for other By-ends to their Adverſaries, which was 
likely to increaſe their Infolence,and render the way of Conference 
and Debate utterly impracticable, or at the beſt, ineffectual and uſe- 
leſs, as it has ſince prov'd ; They conſider'd, that at the firſt ſending 
up the Bill, the L ds of the greateſt Conſideration, Experience and 
Reaſon, were for the Bill, and that moſt of thoſe that oppos'd it, Ex- 
eepted only againſt a Clauſe or two, which mended, they declar'd 
themſelves willing to admit it, and that with thoſe Clauſes in it; 
the Faction with their utmoſt Struggle had been able to throw it out 
but by one or two, that ſince that thoſe Paſſages had been Mended as 
deſir d; and that the Bill had then Miſcarried only thro” the Means 
of a M—-r or two, who were however aſhamed to appear againſt it 
openly in the Houſe, and that for all this it was loſt by a very ſmall 
Majority, moſt of em influenc'd by thoſe M xs; That from hence 
it was plain, that the real Scruples of the L- ds were ſatisfied, tho the 
Deſigns of thoſe M--rs might not: That the Ch- ch ought not to be 
ex pos d toDanger in Favour of the ſecret Deſigns of any I- rs: yet that 
it cou'd not be ſecured againſt any attempts of the. Presbitery from 
S- nd, which now is Arming there by Authority, and againſt ſach 
as wou'd creep into Employmens at Home perhaps to favour their 
attempts; but by the Bill againſt Occafional Conformity, or ſome ſuch 
Equivalent as had not hitherto been offer'd or thought on. Since 
therefore the ObjeQions made to the Bill, were obviated by the A- 
mendmenes made to it, ſome of the Commons reſolved to Tack it to 
the Land-Tax-Bill, in hope that the M--rs wow'd rather recede from 
their ſecret Deſigns, than hazard the loſing or retarding that Supply, 
for the paſfing of which no particular Men in the Nation, cou'd pre- 
tend an equal Concern inlntereſt with themſelves; which if they had 
done, a Bill which themſelves confeſs'd to be a good one had paſt, the 
Ch- ch of E had been Secur'd, and only @ few Ghſtinate Per- 
ſons, whoſe own Objections were remov'd, had been Diſappointed. 
This Attempt has rais'd a great deal of Unreeſonable, Unjuſt, 


thereupon Clamour, upon the Gentlemen that were for it in the Houſe, who 


unreaſon- 
able. 


have with open Mouth been Aſpersd and Y:! fied by Raſcals, that 
have neither Senſe, Honour, Morality nor Religion. Theſe Villanous 
| | | Slander: 
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$landers are Printed and Publiſh'd almoſt daily, under the Noſes of 
ſome in Authority, and Owght to be Adverted upon by them; but 
fiace by Connving, they are pleas'd rather to Count enance than to 
Correct or put a Stop to *em, and are pleas'd to leave the Vindi- 
tion of Us to our next Meeting, it may be found Neceſſary to do 
it in a manner more Comprehenſive than they will like. 

The Arguments that are Brought againſt the Tacking of this Bill, Argument 
are of two ſorts, ſome are againſt the Bill it Sg, which we pre- 2 
ſume are already ſufficiently Anſwer'd; others are againſt the *. 
Rights of Taching in General, and a third ſort againſt it at this 
Tuncture * Thoſe that Deny the Right of Taching, go upon the 
Novelty or the Inconvenience of the Practice. 

It is, they ſay, very Rare, and of very Freff Date, and wou'd, if 
practięd, take away from the Lords the Right of Deliberating on any 
Bill, and thereby render their Share in the Legiſlature inſignificant. 

Thoſe that Object againſt the Right of Tacking upon the Icore 
of its Novelty, are either very ill read in the Artient Practice of 
Parliaments, or very Foul Arguers, Lyers that Supreſs Truth, and utter 
Falſhoods, which they know to be ſuch, to deceive the People into Anſwer . 
Faction. Tis Probable that the Practice of Taching is in Effett, as 
Old as the Teoples giving of Money, however new the Name may be; 
for tis Re aſonable to think, that when the People were Convened 
to give Money (which was Antiently the uſual, as it is now the 
only Cauſe of calling Parliaments) they deſir'd whatever Grie- 
dances they Complain d of, might be Redreſsd ; and upon that Con- 
dition gave their Money; ſo that inſtead of Taching very rarely, 
they did in effect Tack, all their Laws. And that this was their 
Conſtant Practice, appears from all our Hiſtories and Records; and 
to as plain a Tack, as any now made, we owe our Magna Charta, 
which it ſelf tells Us, That in Conſideration of Divers good Laws 
here recited, they do Grant to the King, &c. This is not the 
ca/e of that Great Lew alone, but almoſt all our great Laws, in 
Fxvo0ur of the People, have been ſo bought. It is infoed Abſurd to 
Imagine that a Free People can be callF'd together to give Money, 
which they might refuſe to Do if they ſee Cauſe, and yet be De- 
ied any reaſonable Kequeſt,which they had to make on their own 
Hehalf for their Money. To pretend to Bully the People out of 
their Money, without giving em the defir'd Satisfaction, is indeed 
a4 new Practice, which none but a certain Faction among Vs, who 
Labour to Confoum all Antient-Rights, durſt have ventur'd upon. 

It 1a Antient Times the Generoſity ot our Heeg, and the Simple Ho- 

neſty of the People; did incline 'em to take the Prin or the 

Redreſs of their Grievances, and in Ca/e of Preſſing decent give 

their Money firſt ; yet this was as expreſs a2 : 

given, and Conditions upon which i ir gt | 
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on the ſame Parchment. For as the Word of a King ought to be 
Sacred, the Non-performance of the Conditions, for which it was the 


Security, was as much a Robbery, as if the Mony which was given 


for em, had been taken from 'em by Violence. However our An- 
ceſtors found Reaſon very Early, to be more Cautious upon what 


Terms they parted with their Mony, and to take care that how 5 


many Bills ſoever they paſt, the Mony Bills ſhou'd always be the 
laſt ; and remain as a Security for the Ref. The Alteration of 
this Practice we may truly Afirm to be of very late Date, and 
upon what Reaſons ſoever introduc'd, we find that the intereſt of 
the People was not well Conſulted in it; we might here produce a 
long Roll, with a longer account of Laws that are Owing to 
T--cks, or an Equivalent to Tacking, but having taken care that an 
Exact Hiſtory of Tacks ſhall in due time be given to the Publick, 
we need not give em Room here. 8 EE 
tree gi⸗ They that will take the Pains to Search our Hiſtories and Re- 
ving im- cords impartially, will find, that our Anceſtors have from Time 
4 oo Immemorial, even beyond our Tracing, been poſſeſt of the Rig he 
2 54% of Taching, or a ſufficient Equivalent. But whether they had Exercis'd 
witbaur it or not, ſince they have not by any Formal At renounc'd it 


_ Condition. and paſt it away, nor in a Legal manner made it over, it Deſcends 


in as full Force to Vs, their Heirs and Succeſſors, as ever they en- 
joy'd.it. We ſhall not here enter into any Diſpute, whether they 
had a Power to Convey away from Us their Poſterity, the Right of 
Diſpoſins of our own Mony.” Tis Confeſt that they have not done it, 
and we ought not now to do that Injury to ourPoſterity. Thoſe that 
give Mon), may either make it a Free Gift, or a Conditional One, 
as they ſee Occaſion.But if they may be Limited and Circumſcribed 
in the Conditions, and yet be oblig'd to Give, they are no longer 
Givers, but dwindled into Aſſeſſors, that have nothing to do, 
but to Meaſure out and Proportion; they who appoint the Conditi- 
ons or Limitations of em, are the true and real D:/poſers, and the 
Vas do not Grant, but give Security to Pay. This, the Houſe of 
Cs cou'd be brought to ſubmit to, they wou'd no longer be the 
Repreſentatives, but the Aſſeſſors General of the People, which is 
what ſome Perſons, back'd by the Whig Faction, have been labour- 
ing for ſome Years. Whenever this Point is gain'd upon the 
Commons, either by the Crown or the Lords, the People are brought 
that very Moment under a Tyranny, whether Monarchical of the 
A rs, Or Ariſiccratical of the NH- ſe of L—ds. For the 
giving of Mony on their own Terms, is the only Remainder of 
Sovereignty over themſelves, of which the undiſturbed exerciſe 
is left em, it we may call that undiſturb'd, which has been ſo 


objefion Often Attempted, as we have known this to be of late. 
tonſider l. The great Objection, that it wou'd take from the Lords their 
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Right of Deliberating, is of no Weight : For in the Caſe of Money Bills they 
have no Right to Deliberate upon any thing concerning *em , but whether 
they will accept the Money upon the Terms it is Offer'd, or not; in which 
they are at their Liberty. Whether the Lords wou'd have accepted the 
Land-Tax with the Occaſional Conformity Bill Tack't to it, is more than any 
one, even themſelves, can tell; but we are ſure that the Commons ought not 
to take Notice of any Reſolutions entred in the Books of their Houſe in 
Prejudice of their own Rights: If the Commons had thought (as ſome time 
or other perhaps they may) that the Preſervation of the Church of England 
was as neceſſary as any thing for which they gave Money, and the Bill againſt 
| Occaſional N the only Expedient whereby it might be preſerv'd, 
Why ſhou'd they not give their Aoney on that Condition as well as any 
other? Tho? the preſent War, and the Condition of our Confederates A- 
broad do deſerve our Conſideration, Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance; yet why may 
| not the Ch--ch of E---d claim a ſhare in our Concern likewiſe ? And why 
may not Both be provided for at once ? Butif the Lords ſhou'd reſolve to 
Drop either the Ch--ch of E-—d or the Confederates, be it upon them if 
either Falls; Let not Vs be Acceſſary to it, but provide for Both; What 
wou'd they have done, if we had calb'd it an Act for granting an Aid to 
Her Majeſty, for the better Eſtabliſhment of the Ch—=ch of E - d, and fer 
the more Effectual Carrying on the War againſt France and Spain? Had there 
been any Repugnance , any Incongruity between theſe two Ends of giving 


Money? Might not both have been purſued without any claſhing, if the 
L-—4s had fo pleaſed ? 


But how was the Right of Deliberation taken from the L——ds in this Caſe, right of 
if the Bill had been Tack't ? Had not this B/ been paſt by the Lords with Delibera- | 
certain Amendments? And was it not now Alter'd to the very Terms on #970 | 
| which the J ds had conſented to it? If the ds were ſincere at firſt, 3 
Can it beimagia'd that they wou'd fo far Hazard the Publick as to go Back. in this 


when ſo much muſt have been loſt by it? Wou'd not ſome 1 1, ra- Caſe. 


ther have Suſpended a while the Purſuit of- their By-Game, laid aſide 
their Shuffing Tricks , and have come Roundly into the Bill? It they had, 
their Weig2r wou'd have turn'd the Scale, and put an End to a Dangerous 
Conteſt; and if they had not, they had deſerv'd Hanging. The Matter of 

Deliberation concerning the Subſtance of the O-cafinnal Conformity Bill had 
long been over, when the Attempt to Tack it was Made; and the only 
Queſtion that remain'd Undecided was, Whether the Commons ſhou'd loſe 
a Bill they had been ſo often by themſelves judg'd Neceſſary, and part with 
an Vndoubted Right, for the Awe of a Reſclution, found on the Books of the 
Houſe of L—ds or not? How it was Determined, few among Us are 2 
zorart, and We hope by this time, moſt Intelligent Perſons are Convinc'd, whom ' 
they are to thank, if the Conſequence ſhou'd at one time or other Coſt em 
their Liberties. | | | | 
Thoſe that grant the Right of Taching, and were afraid only of Ex- 
erciſuag it at this Juncture, for fear of the Ill effects it might have upon our 
Cn. ederates, may, to what has been already ſaid, take this farther 3 * 
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That it Concerns not Ts to Isquire what theſe Conſequences might have been, 
ſince (as We have already Prov'd) they could not have happen'd thro' our 
Fault. But it ſtems as if the L--ds had no ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions of 
'em, when they Stopt two Money Bills above three Weeks in their Houſe, 
only to Quarrel with and Bully the Commons: about a Matter with which 
they had nothing to do. 0 

But ſome that Grant the Right of Tacking to be very Antient, ſay it was 


Cor equen- only Exerciſed againſt the Crown, not againſt the L:-ds. We Freely Ac- 


res Impu- 


table 10 
lboſe only 
who are in in thoſe days Men of very great Eſtates and greater Honour, who by not 


knowledge, that the L- ds did not Antiently give the Commons ſuch Provy. 
cations to Tack upon 'em, as of late they have done. The L-—<4s were 


the wrong. letting their Eſtates at Rack Rents (as they do now) but being paid part- 


ly in Service, had moſt of the Commons of: the Campaign, the Country Gen- 
tlemen and Teomen, the beſt of our People for their Vaſſals. This made 'em 
regard One Another after Another manner, than now they do; they thought 
they had but Ore Intereſt, and therefore the L--ds were Obliging and Tender 


of the Commons and the Commons Reſpectful and Ob/ervant of the Lords : 


and all things paſt between *em with the utmoſt Kindneſs and Decency. 
They did not in thoſe Days Afect ſo much Diſtinction as now, but ſate Friend- 
ly together in the ſame Houſe,and Concerted Matters Amicably; but all theſe 
Bands of Amity have long ſince been Diſſolved. The L--ds have neither the 
great Eſtates, nor the great Qualities that endear'd em to the People then, 
and the Aztient Noble Practices are almoſt Extinguiſh'd with the Antient No- 
ble Blood, and we have very few that can Boat of a Hundred Years Nobility 
in their Families; but to thoſe that can, we are very thankful for the Ju- 


tereſt we have in 'em, we Honour em as we Ought, and are very ſenliblc 


that our Differences are whollyOw:ng to three or four Upſtarts of a very Freſh 
Date, and late Edition, Sublata cauſa tollitur Effectas, ſay the Logician: , 
but theſe New Gentlemen Require more Submiſſion than ever was ſhewn to 
their Predeceſſors (We are. ſorry that to moſt of 'em, we can't ſay their 
Anceſtors) even tho” the Reaſons of our Reſpe be entirely ceasd; but in 
Vain they Require it, for we can't Reverence a Pimp, a Plunderer, a Buffer, 
or a Barraror, tho' he ſhou'd wear the Title of L 

This may ſerve to ſhew why the Vnderſtandinos between the Ld: and 
Commons, is not not ſo good as in the days of our Anceſtors. - But they 
That tell Vs, that there were Tacks, which were not Tacks upon the 
Eras, wou'd do well to tell us what fort of Tacks thoſe were: For ſince 
the Lords are bound to Receive or Rej ect all Money Bills intire. with all their 
Clauſes as they are ſent up to em by the Commons, there can be no Tec: 
upon the crown which is not equally a Tack upon the Lord, But if they 
mean only that the Lords did in thoſe days readily agree to Tacks, /e Au- 
ſwer ; ſo they would now, if the practices of fome that have late!) Cs! 
into their Houſe, did not render that, and all other Powers of the Che 
dreadful ro *em, and them therefore deſirous to extinguiſh em, which 1s 
the Ground of our Preſent Lnarrels, 

uifter all that has been ſaid, any Per/ors will Obſtinately Ter ſilt to Main- 
, d the c ch of En——4 has no Keaſen to be appreberſive for I ler be- 
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carity, they wou'd do well to Obwrate otir Object ions, and to Remote our Fs, 
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: 1 f 75 
either by ſhewing ſuch Vndeniable Grounds for their own Conſidence, as may be- -=_ 7 


get the like in Vs, or by Propoſing ſome ſuſficient Equivalent to what we have Appreben- : 


br our 


thought ſo Neceſſary for our Security, while they remain Sullen or Impotent, fions be 


Conſtitution, cr to ceaſe the Purſuit of ſuch reaſonable Meaſures as Still 
ſeem to us abſolutely Neceſſary to their Preſervation. Nor can we take Ka:l- 
ing at or Diſplacing Gentlemen of the Greateſt Honour and Quality, whoſe 
only Fault is, a too watchful Zeal for the Security of our Ch—cb and Na- 
tion (if it cou'd be prov'd that their Fears were not abſolutely Neceſſary) 


to be a Method of giving Us Satisfaction, or Leſſening our Apprehenſions; on 


the contrary, we take the laying aſide ſuch Steady champions of the Ch—ch, 
fuch able Miniſters, and ſuch Faithful Servants to the Queen, as the D—ke 
of B — m, the E—=s of R—=r, V — m, f—ſy, W fea, D-—=rt, 
the L—d&s Gu-—rd, Gr—le, Sir E=——d 5 , Sir G— XI, 
Cc. to be manifeſt Indications, that the A1. are reſolved by Force 
to make the ch truckle to the Faction, whoſe Favourers are gene- 
rally put into their Places. 


Unwillmg or Unable to do either of theſe; We cant Relie fo far upon any ſaſbeded. 


thing that they ſay, as to abandon our Cære and Concern for our Ch ch and 


What other Conſtruction can we make of Diſarming the Ch—ch here, and Scotch At 
Arming the Pr. — ) in Sc nd at the ſame time? Is this a time for the Securi- 


Ch—ch or Nation to be Stript of the Aſſiſtance and Protection of ſuch Friends, 
when Thirty Thouſand S—s (which the loweſt Calculations make em) 
Bigots to their Set and Way, and Enemies to our Church, Diſcipline and Wor- 
ſhip, are Arm'd, Regimented, and Exercisd in our Neighbourhood, without 
ſo much as a Hedge between Us to Stop their Way, it they ſhou'd take a 


Fancy to come aud preſcribe Laws to Vs, or our Diſſenters ſhou'd (as they 


formerly did invite 'em to come and reform our Worſhip and ſettle the 
Kirgdom of Chriſt (as their Cant is) among Vs? Can the H—ſe of C—ys 
be blam'd, if upon fo Diſmal a Proſpect, they endeavour to ſecure Vs by 
lodging the Civil Power in ſuch Hands, as without [nvading the Prerogative 
may beſt Protect Ds againſt an Inundation of Sc ch Pr — ? The bare Poſ- 
ſebility of what has once happen'd thro” their means, is enough to juſtify the 
utmoſt Caution of Wiſe Men. But, if (as we ought) we add to it the Conſi- 
deration of their preſent Poſture and Iuclinations, and the Diſpoſition of a 


Party among Vs (now taken into Favour by ſome —-75) who by their 


own YVaunts ſhou'd be conſiderable ror their Strength; our moſt lively Ap- 

prevenſions of their Conjunction can never be thought Unreaſonable. 
Community of Danger always produces a Concurrence in 7 udgment, as to 

thoſe Points from which the Danger is Fear'd. And therefore whatever un- 


happy Differences have been of late Created between the L———ds and 
as, they have Concurr'd in this, that the late Ach of Security (as tis both H, 


ty, one 
Ground of 
our Appræ 
benfion. 


Fudg'd 
dangerous 
toE —dby 


call'd) paſt in Sc——-z4, is of the moſt extreme danger to En. — d, and of P—4. 


we doubt not, but that when they meet next, they will agree to Enquire. 


who among us advis'd it. Many Wiſe Men ſuſpect that it was done firſt to 


beget a Terrour ot the ti. aud thenceto Evince the Neceſlity of a Stand- 
| | ing 
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7” . ing Army here. If that ſhou'd have been the Drift of the Adviſers, it Ma 


ſerve as a Clue to lead Vs to the Knowledge of who thoſe Adviſers were, by 
conſidering who were likely to make the beſt Marker of the Jſue of that 44. | 
vice. But *tis a Diſmal Proſpett to ſee a Civil War (as it were) cut Ont for c 
before we can gueſs at the End of the Foreign one. We are very well f. 
tisfied of the Courage and Bravery of the Soldiers of both Nations, without 
bringing em to the Proof in our Streets; We pray God therefore in hi; 
Mercy to avert ſuch Judg ments. | 
But, while We may, it behoves Us to Confider, what remains yet for Us to do tod. 
vert the Storm, which ſeems to hang over our Heads. Beſides our Supplications as Pian, 
Chriſtians, there is ſomething Incumbent on Us, as We pretend to be a Prudent Pegy/., 
For We muſt not expect to be pray'd only out of our Diificulties. It may therefore In. 
port Us to Conſider, what the preſent Diſpoſition of our Neighbour Nation, that is no- 
Arming, is towards Us, and who among our ſelves ſtand moſt Affected to 'em, and gone 
fartheſt indulge their Deſigns. The S:—rs have already baniſh'd our Ch—chandDijinh.. 
rited our C n; and therefore, if ever they come hither, it will not be to Fetch ou: 
Ch. ch, or Go—nt into Sc—-nd. Thoſe therefore, that love theſe Beſt, will leaſt Deßte 
their Company here: But if We have any among Us, that are Fond or Favourers of the 
Scotch Kirk Diſcipline, it will be a more Dangerous Experiment than has been made 
above tlieſe Forty Years to Truft'em with the Civil Power. 
Deſign of That to prevent the Civil Power from falling into ſuſpected Hands, was the Sol 


- the late Deſign of thole, who promoted the Bill againft Occaſional Conformity (and not x 
H—ſe of Struggle for Places, as their corrupt Adverſaries pretend) was fairly demonſtrate! by 


C—s feen their hearty Endeavour to Incapaciate even Themſelves ſor Court Places (which are 
the Self. the only Places of Profit and Influence) while they were honour'd with the Truſt of 


© demying their Country. Neither did they deſire to take away from others their. Liberty of Con. 
Bil. ſcience, while they endeavour'd to ſecure their own , as has been as Falſely a; 


Maliciouſly Infinuated, and Villanouſty Objected, by thoſe who themſelves Prattile, or 
Countenance others to Prattiſe, ſuch Equivocal, Hypocritical Shifts, to elude the Force 

of Plain Laws, as have proceeded from the Jeſuit's Mint; and were tben Invented, a; 
they are ftill Levell'd and Aim'd againſt the Ch—ch of E d, to which, as well thoſe 
who ſerve themſelves of luch Vile Expedients, as they who Contriv'd 'em, are the [nve- 
terate Enemies. Is it not an Inconceivable Stupidity to Accuſe or Suſpe& thoſe Mono- 
polizing Places, who would Voluntarily diſable themſelves from holding any by a Seht 
denying Bill? Or of Deſigning againf the Free Toleration, while they are with all their 
Might, labouring to fet it on root with their own Security ? But theſe things have been 
largely Spoken to already, We fÞail not Proſecute the Diſccourſe of em any farther here. 
We can't conclude without intreating our Countrymen to take theſe Things into their 


\ Concluſion, Conſideration, and that all ſorts of Men (eſpecially the true Sons of the Ch) wou'! 


1 * 


weigh well thz Greatneſs, and the Evidence of their Danger. This will make 'em ſet a 
juſt value upon thole ever to be honour'd Gentlemen, who, in oppolition to a Reſtlels, 
Clamorous Fadlion, an Intriguing, Sclf-ended, Single M—--ry, anda Troop of Mercena- 
ry Renegades and Penſioners, have made Head for the Eſtabliſhment of the Ch—cþ, the 
True Intereſt of the £----1, the Miintewance of our Conſtitution, the Defence of the Ii. 
ledges of Parliziment, the Rights of the People, and the future Peace and Quiet of the whole 
Nation: That We may obtain all thele Bleſſings, We hope they will Recommend to t. 
next Repreſentatives the Care of the Occaſional Conformity, and Selfdenying Bills, and tl.” 
Proechion of their Privileges, which are the Peoples own, and their Sole Pledges of Liver: 
1. The Care of theſe, as touching Us nearly and ſenſibly, ought to go at leaft 77! 
Hund with our Concern for our Foreign Allies; which done, We may be again ſo /2pfy 4» 
to ſee the A- well and faithfully Serv'd, by Ferſaus duly Gualify'd, the People rightly 
. Repreſented by Gentlemen Unbrib'd, Piſintereſted, and Vnbyaſs'd 3 Religion Flourqb, Tra 
Revive, our Arms Proſper, and our Confederates Reliev'd 3 and thro” theſe Fortunate ! 
Hands Fals Populi Suprema Lex erit. Which God grant, and long Preſerve the £VEEN, 
| 8 . 8 FI NI S. | 
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